wage of $8.20, that same worker with two children would have a total income of $18,720. The futl-

time worker eaming the “living wage® has nearly $5,000 more than a minimum wage worker o
spend on education, health care and other necessities of daily Iife.

What Does it Mean to Eam a Living Wage
vs. a Minlmum Wage?

Hoully | Eamings | Payroll | EITC | Anmnd

Wage (Year- Taxes Income
Round,
Full-
Tiona)
$6.15 $10,712 $819 $3,888 | $13,781
$8.20 $17,058 $13056 | $2,960 | $18,720

Difference | $8,344 $488 $919 $4,9%9
m:idl.a-t.cuhonw-ﬂhlq Prioritiss, June 2008. Assumes worker has two children. Worksr peys no federal income .

Q: Why are living wage ordinances important?

A: Living wage requirements serve several important societal goals. First, they are another step in
the direction of making work pay, helping to ensure that those who work for a living will not live in

povertly. Second, they are one mechanism for imposing accountability on companies that benefit

from public (i.e., taxpayers’) doflars. Living wage requirements help ensure that taxpayers’ dollars
actually are expended in a sound manner, paving an economic high road that improves living

“which, although profitable for firms, seldom improves and sometimes degrades living standards.
mm,mmeyboostwagesbrMIweskpddwakm,wmwagereqmnan
taxpayers’ dollars help stabikze the community wage floor rather than undercut wage rates in the
community overall, keeping them lower than is good for the general welfare. Absent wage
standards, contractors often compete for public contracts by cutting wages to the bare bones rather
than by investing in worker training and other productivity enhancing measures (such as
technological innovations) that also can lower their overall costs. Living wage laws help place all
bidders on a level playing field, making it possible for those paying decent wages 10 compete with
employers who would otherwise “low bali” wages in order to gain an advantage.

Q: What's wrong with employers competing on the basis of lower wages?

A: Placing wages in competition promotes a race o the bottom, pulling down Iiving standards not
only for diractly affected workers but potentially for the community as a whole. This race to the
bottom adds strain to communities, requiring public resources (such as Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families, food stamps and Medicaid) to offset costs of poverty wages, and imposing greater
demands on private charities (funded in part by the taxpayers because of deductibility of
contributions) as they scrambie to meet the needs of the working poor. Competing by lowering
wages also promotes greater turnover and discourages employer investment in training and other
productivity-enhancing measures. Greater tumover and the discouragement of employer investment
in training can inhibit improvements in overall service quality. Such wage policies as living wage
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wagembsbfdiuuﬂwoubotmntdwwaﬂpaﬂxofaxewﬂvapayhmﬂym,modest
increases in low-wage pay are desirable and do not result in job losses.

Q:WwTMmgomquhambMNykadmhlghnuxaaempbyanpmm
mcoctofmmbﬂngovummmulﬂnyhanmmcomm
contract costs? : :
kThemlsmqﬁdmcehathngwageor&mamesinawdﬂnmanydﬂesadopﬂngﬂwmhave
led to higher taxes. Nor do iiving wage requirements inevitably lead to an increase in contract costs.
SmdesbyﬂgamanuecmdePlfmmdMBammm‘sangwageormmhmm
increased contract costs. |
Bawmawhgwageadnanmisdeslqndbmmﬂmoonhmtombpayempbyeesmom,n
follows that an ordinance would resuit in higher employment costs for a contractor than would
Mmmrm.wmmmumimmWM?mm
Confractors might opt simply to absorb the higher employment costs, either because they were
unable to pass them along because of competition or because the certainty and reliability of
Wmmmwhammm«.memmmmammym
mwmhm,mmmmmmimmmm.mam
employers’ overall costs may not rise. :

Nnhamasonlwngwagemqmmn\entsdonotleadhevmmmgtnrwnmmﬂtax
Inmamismmmmlmmandamdwwlmwagomqmmmwhaﬁwpemnhgo
of companies’ total production costs. For example, according $o economist Bob Polin, the cost
increase associated with raising wages fo comply with the Los Angeles living wage ordinance

Q: Is a higher contract cost because of a living wage requirement necessarily bad?

A MEmlaMmmmmmwlnmmmwnmm.umm
MMlm‘mmm,imy,nmmm.mmmwmmm
should pay. According o a recent Lake Snell Peiry & Associates poll, Americans overwhelmingly
supputmeidaaﬂ\atanyommmﬁﬂ-ﬂmsmudmtmblvehpwedy. Four out of five
dmwewed(upmﬂmedmat'asamm.mshmldmdewmmatpeophwhom
1‘ul-th'nm;houdbeabletcoearnenoughtokeeptl'nelrfamiliesoutofpover!y."5

msw,mw&mwammmmmmwmnmmmlmmmmm
current poverly thresholds fo provide for oneseif and one's family. Nine out of 10 respondents (a
toialof92peroent)feltmatafanilyoffwnwdsatbast$25.000!namualhcome]mttonnetal
expenses, and 69 percent thought an income of at least $35,000 is necessary.

* Robart Polin and Stephanie Luce, The Living Wage: Bullding a Fair Economy, 1998.

s L&SMM&M‘AWW&MMTMWMM“W
Refom,” survey conducted April 27-30, 2000.
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Pdlaﬂerpolahoshowss&mgmblcwppoﬂfauﬁslngﬂnnﬂrﬁnunwage‘. in addition, in a Los
deesTnnespdcuwducbdslwﬂyaﬁapmgeofheLA living wage ordinance, 70 percent of
mmmmmmem,awmmmgmmws
sbmgoppodﬂmbﬂuiwngwagemquhmww,npamdmmdumhaw%
EDKsmdyfavaed‘ReqﬁhgmymmpawﬂwtdoesmsinessMadtyabwngmmnau,a
receives any special tax break, to pay employees a living wage of at least $7/hour.™” Given such
bmadsuppoﬂfmmﬁngmrkpayaﬂfamlshgwagesathboﬂmn,hseemlkdyﬂmtﬂn
puMbmldededw&hmumMMﬂMmmbmmm
creamdwiﬂ\taxpayerdollatsmjobsﬂmtpayadecontwage.

lnaﬂMmywﬂiWMmlgMocuxmaybeoﬁsetbybanﬂtbﬂanﬂymd.
hence,dondinvahﬂybadbmgrnrhxes.ww-wagowkmwhomcdvoarabetunﬂn
mmmwmammmalm,mmmmmwmmmmma
pﬁvatemadly.TheirabiﬁlytomeetMmeds—mmerebrebpuUmsegoodsw -
sewioes—muaases.pobnﬁalypumplngmommmeybackinwﬂwkcmwuos. Thus, atleast a
porﬁmofmemg\ercostsmaybeoﬂsetbyposlﬁwbawﬂtstoﬂnommmﬂy.

Thoquesﬁmdﬂmﬂmamnﬁadutusaﬁdwmntadmstgoasbmohmdmewngm
lssue.Wasﬂncontad'scost%obw'befmﬂnlvingwageadnmwaspassed? A pre-

mdhammnhdcostbboﬁﬂiaﬂﬂdependsmmalntaﬁngpoveﬂy—wageempbyment

Q: Don’t living wage requirements mark a city as “unfriendly” to business?

A: No. AMngwagemqﬂameMisastmgmdpodﬂwslaterdecomuityvalmsabmnhow
taxddlaxshaldbespaﬂmdﬂwtypesd]obsmblbmmiesshoﬁdmab.AMngwage

. mmva-ﬁamymbbmmwm,mwMW‘
mnmmhwmdpﬂy&nQempbymadomw&go;Publcwm
plaoeanymmbaofmqttemenmupmhcontactsﬂnymakooroﬁmbawﬂtsmey
oonfa—non&eﬁninaﬂon.amnnaﬁwacﬂm,prevdimwageawsoon. None of these
m@ﬂmﬁbht«ﬂedbbemﬁbndybhﬂness;ﬂwyamsﬁnplydedmbmmuf
staﬁudsaadﬁmsoddyﬁnmﬂaﬂammbraﬁemdwomwmmm.

HMgwmmmmmmmmmMmmummdﬂﬂshﬂnm
whemlwngwagelmminplace.msbnotﬂncase.howaw.momber199931udybyGood
merhmwmwmmmmemmbfmemmmvhg
govommabsidbs,'ThembmhdcaﬂonMﬂnstmdadshaveadvemelyaﬁemdh
‘business climate’ of their respective jurisdictions. Indeed, the standards apparently mesh well with
employers’ needs for employee retention and skills enhancement = »

‘Lmkuduﬁmaw..hmmyﬁﬂtﬂutmﬂﬁdww.mmmmmmpoloa&wm

7WMMMM)NMMM(MD.MM). Capombhaspammm
io Be Some Laws, July 29, 1908.

'GqLﬂq.thTﬂimFlmaMandSuaMhy. The Pollcy Shitt lo Good Jobs: Cities, Statas and Countiss
Mummmm&mwmmmwm
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And, in its Baltimore living wage study, the Preamble Center found that business property values
actually increased dramatically after passage of a living wage law. While the living wage ordinance
obviously did not cause this increase, Baltimore's experience nevertheless suggests there is no
reason to believe that a living wage requirement acts as a negative signal to employers, marking the
locality as unfriendly to business. indeed, the Preamble Center study suggests that living wage
requirements actually may have beneficial effects for business. Some of the Baltimore employers
covered by the living wage ordinance reported that employee productivity had increased as a result
of the living wage law, which was a boon to their businesses.

“No strings attached” contracts and subsidies send a perverse and pemicious message that local

governments are wiling to spend taxpayers’ dollars without regard to the quality of jobs created, the

working conditions and living standards of workers and the impact on communities. Taxpayers have
a right o expect more of their elected officials.

Q: Doesn’t a living wage ordinance just shift costs to the public?
A: No. In fact, it's the absence of living wage requirements that allows businesses to shift some of
their employment costs fo the public. A living wage law puts more of the responsibility for making
work pay where it belongs—on the employer profiting from public monies and not on taxpayers. For
example, a full-time worker paid $68 per hour gets $240 per week or $12,480 per year. This is $4,570
less than the 2000 poverty guidelines for a family of four ($17,050), and considerably less than what
most American families spend, even when they scrimp. As a benchmark, according to the latest
figures from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, a “typical” husband and wife with two children had
annual cash expenditures of more than $47,700 in 1997.

A family with low-wage eamers often must depend on public support and private charity o make
ends meet. This might mean housing assistance, welfare, food stamps and other forms of aid that
‘taxpayers underwrite. To supplement even these forms of assistance, a family also might depend on
charities or go into debt. A living wage policy requires amployers to pay a higher (though still low)
wage so that families are able to meet more expenses on their own, covering basic needs and
maintaining a greater degree of independence without undue reliance on public aid or private
charity.

Q: Isn't It true that businesses refuse to locate In places where ordinances mandate higher
wages for workers?

A: The business location decision is a complex one and varies from firm to firn and situation to
situation. Wage rates are important to firm location decisions, but they are not the only or primary
consideration. if wages were of overtiding importance, states like New Jersey with high average
wages would not be adding jobs. This is not the case.

Further, firms sometimes use the threat of not locating in such a community as a leverage point o
negotiate a better deal. Under such circumstances, taxpayers and their representatives need to
decide whether they will allow firms to bully them into awarding “no strings attached” public contracts
and subsidies or if, instead, they will insist on using public monies to pave an economic high road of



good jobs and strong communities.

Q: Whydobusinesusbcabudnmthaydoifbalmmbam’tdebmimﬂn?
A:Tﬂedmdmnfawrsmatfmnweu\hdeddngblocateabgmwmdudowagemm But
Mydwmmm&ndanmumderaﬁmummde,Mb
mmmommnwmmammmmmmnﬁm.mmwm
security considerations, and on and on. ,

Ovameyeas,ammbuofmmchershavosmdbdﬂummﬂmsbcabmm
do,whyﬂ\eyrabcateandwhyﬂmyexpand.ACorpomﬂonforEnterpdse Development survey of
these studies finds that wage rates often rank well below other factors. For example, in the

AreoanGmnt-Thanbnswvayexpldmmatﬂnmsmsmamfamemglvefadwodnga
pammmmm'mmmmembwuameamny,ezpm

mmmdammmmhwdmwbmumwmmmm
Immmmmmmnﬁmhmmmmmapwﬂmmwhseb
moneytobemadewhenaﬂlheplusesmdmlmamconﬁdamd.

Q:lfmw:ntmh‘bﬂnmrkingpoon shoukh’tmdolﬂ:muﬂnmontamoudm
such as local Eamed Income Tame&u,]obmlnIngu:dchlldmmbtancqbr
example?

A EmalmmTamamumamm,mmmmmm.mwm
andoﬂmerpmgmmsalaraveryhnportmtcompormtsofmeeﬂontoinprwethellvesoﬂho
working poormdhdrfamiies.AlNhgwagemﬁmeMbmmerpbceofﬂﬂsmwdc. Alone,
noneofﬂvesepdidesissuﬂidaubsdveﬂnpmﬂun.

OppomntsoflwhgwagaaMm&umunwagemeaswsmndbmeEanodInmmeTamedt
(ElTC)asmepreferredsoluﬂonioUwpmblemsofhewoddngpoor.Whﬂeimpou-bantand

’“MhFM‘MWGﬂWdeMM&MmM
wmmmmmmm
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pwﬂﬁvebmqlﬂmﬁmsﬂmtbenem&omswhmmydgovmemsmpombpaymwm.
Uanwageandoﬁmslnﬂbrmﬂmenbhdpmﬂnmﬂbadmemcdmpmhed

Emﬁw«ssuﬂedhlﬂngma‘dnmmmedoﬂybwauseheymﬂoyubmeﬁm‘d
Wmcmmmmmmmmamm

Q:Samﬂnns,sud:aslessmofsubddlzedwnpam do not receive a direct subsidy.
Their Iandiords do. Yatthalusoesmayb.mquimdbmn(ltwngwagcrequlmmnb.km
falr?

A: Yes, it is fair. Faﬁabsseoﬂm,meﬁwngwagemquiemmwbooﬂsetbyoﬂmadvanhgas,
Masapinebeaﬂonuanewfadmy, nnldngnproﬁtauebdobmhessanymy. For example,
eventhoug\alesseeﬁnnhadbpayhighermgas,ttmigiﬂdoseveralﬂnmmmbwkwssﬂm
omemhebmmdmmmloeaﬁmadvmtage. say, In a subsidized new mall. The

MM.M(MMWMMAWM.MM,MW. C e

aMﬂmstdﬁeMmmmﬁahawﬁadadW—MuMMwﬂma

mlposessmuybywwacmgom«&bbadngfadlmesbenﬁﬂesmatwaudmmbekubpay
substandard wages.

Q:Wm’taﬂvhgwagomquhummbonb:mknlo,nonpmﬂbdmtpmvldo valuable services
on behalf of the local government? A Iving wage requirement can reduce or eliminate their
ablility to offer these services.
kSmnangwagehwsspedﬂcaﬂyad&assﬂnis&ndnmpmﬂhbyexenpﬁgwﬁnom
ﬂunwvemgedbgeher,wbymvahgaﬂyhoeemehgspodﬂccmeﬂa(sud\asmnpmﬂts

wageaﬁnamm,‘h'ambmydnam,ﬂmlwhgwagamqwmnmdondappwb
represent an unduly harmful financial burden.™ The authors report that two out of three nonprofits

‘°MWMMVMMMWMMWMWWMZM
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surveyed indicated that the living wage requirements had only a minimal or minor impact on their
organizations.

Further, employees of many nonprofits—those working for various social service programs, for
example—perform indispensable public services but often are uniikely to receive wage increases
other than through living wage ordinances (or minimum wage hikes). Nonprofits enjoy various
exemptions and ather forms of special legal and tax treatment designed to recognize and support
the role they play in community life. in light of the special benefits they aiready enjoy, the additional
advantages conferred when they do business with the government and the needs of their workers,
there is no reason nonprofits should not be subject to appropriate living wage requirements. Low-

wage empiloyees of nonprofits need adequate food, shelter and clothing—in short, a fiving
wage—just like everyone else.
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jal@netpci.com - Open WebMail Page 1 of 1

Date: Fri, 5 Aug 2005 12:55:36 +1000

From: "Office of Sen. Jesse A. Lujan" <jal@netpci.com>

To:
amier@mvguam‘com,news@guampdn.com,mmaratita@glimpses.guam.net,jayne@guahanmagazine.com,mab
Subject: Minimum Wage Bill to be heard August 12 - First Media Notice :

Newsrooms:

Please find attached an Agenda for the Committee on Aviation's next Public
Hearing, to be held on Friday, August 12, at 9:00 AM. On the Agenda is Bill
No. 148, which proposes to raise the minimum wage. Also on the Agenda is an
appointment of a resident member to the GHURA Board of Commissioners.

For further information please contact committee staff Michael Perez or
Darryl Taggerty at 647-5373 or by e-mail at jal@netpci.com.

Thank you for your interest in this matter, and for informing the public.
Darryl Taggerty

Policy Analyst
Cmte on Aviation

Attachment 1: PH Agenda 8-12-05.doc (73KB) o0-1a

Type: application/msword
Encoding: base64 Download

http://mail.netpci.com/cgi-bin/ openwebmail/openwebmail-read.pl?sessionid=ial-session-0.4403991  R/5/2005
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Page 1 of 1

Date: 1-Jun-2006 14:01:39 +1000

From: "Office of Senator Jesse Lujan" <jal@ite.net>
To: <jalGite.net> ;
Subject: Fw: Public Hearing August 12 Second Noti’c‘e

----- Original Message -----

From: "Office of Sen. Jesse A. Lujan" <jal@netpci.com>

To: <amier@mvguam.com>; <news@guampdn.com>; <mmaratita@glimpses.guam.net>;
<jayne@guahanmagazine.com>; <mabuhaynews@yahoo.com>; <hottips@KUAM.com>;
<kgtf12@ite.net>; <kprg@kprg.org>; <kstonews(@ite.net>; parroyo@k57.com>;
<ktkb@ktkb.com>; <chuck@kolg.org>; <Kleilani63@hotmdil.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2005 3:47 PM

Subject: Public Hearing August 12 Second Notice

> Newsrooms and Editors,

>

> The Committee on Aviation, Immigration, Labor and Housj g is conducting a

> Public Hearing on Bill 148, and a Confirmation Hearing orl Lolita Meno to

the ‘

> GHURA Board of Commissioners, on Friday, August 12, at 9:00 AM. The Agenda
> is attached.

>

> Thank you for your interest in these matters!
>

> Darryl Taggerty
> Policy Analyst ‘ '

> Cmte on Aviation
>

>
>

All attachments to this message are listed below. ’
Click on the name of any of the attachments to download them.

@PH Agenda 8-12-05.doc Size: 75670 bytes

https://webmail.ite.net/smms/114913591 1/ReadIndex/274

AITIDNONA




CALL FOR TESTIMONY:

For members of the public watching on Cable TV, or learning of
this discussion in the news media, your testimony is still welcome.
You may visit my office located in Tamuning on Marine Corps
Drive across from Rexall, call 647-5373, deliver a letter to the
Legislature, fax a letter to me at 647-537 7, or e-mail your message
to me at “j-a-1 at net-p-c-i dot com” again “j-a-1 at net p-c-i dot
com”. Or, you can speak to your favorite Senator and let him or
her know how you feel about the appointment of Lolita Meno or

this proposal to raise the minimum wage.

Chairman’s Statement on Bill No. 148:

Bill No. 148 is the first bill referred to this Committee in 2005.
According to the Standing Rules of the Twenty-Eighth Guam
Legislature, all bills are to receive a hearing within 120 days of its
referral. Bill No. 148 was sponsored by Senator Benjamin J.F.
Cruz and others. This hearing is to formally notify the public of
this bill’s consideration, and to invite the public to comment. The
Committee will then prepare a report, and recommend to the entire
Legislature whether this bill should be passed. If you have any
comments on this matter, please contact my office or your favorite

Senator to express your views.
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Date: Mon, 12 Sep 2005 17:15:48 +1000

From: "Office of Sen. Jesse A. Lujan" <jal@netpci.com> €, @,

To:
amier@mvguam.com,news@guampdn.com,mmaratita@glimpses.guam.net,jayne@guahanmagazine.com,mab
Subject: Public Hearing Sept 15 by Cmte on Aviation Second Notice Q

Second Notice: 1720 HRS Monday, September 12, 2005

Newsrooms:

Attached is the Agenda for the next Public Hearing by the Committee on
Aviation,Immigration, Labor and Housing. It will be heid on Thursday,
September 15, starting at 9:00 AM in the legislative public hearing room.
Copies of appointments to be considered are available through our office.
Please contact this office for copies. However, as of 5:00 PM today, this

office has not received the Department of Labor report on Bill 148's

proposed minimum wage increase. The Départment of Labor requested 30 days
from the committee's last hearing date to prepare it; hence, we expected to
receive it by the close of business today.

Please include this public hearing announcement in your news and any feature
on government meetings for the general information of the public.

For further information on the hearing or available copies of Governor's
appointments, please contact us by e-mail, telephone 647-5373, or fax 647-
5377.

Thank you!

Darryl Taggerty
for the Chairman, Cmte on Aviation

Attachment 1: PH Agenda 9-15-05.doc (76KB) 0-1a

Type: application/msword
Encoding: base64 Download

Copyright © 2004 EC Communications
[ Information ] [ Support ]
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jal@netpci.com - Open Web Page 1 of |

Date: Thu, 8 Sep 2005 10:20:18 +1000

From: "Office of Sen. Jesse A. Lujan" <jal@netpci.com>

To:
amier@mvguam.com,news@guampdn.com,mmaratita@glimpses.guam.net,jayne@guahanmagazine.com,mab
Subject: Cmte on Aviation Public Hearing Scheduled Agenda attached

Newsrooms:

Attached is the Agenda for the next Public Hearing by the Committee on
Aviation,Immigration, Labor and Housing. it will be held next Thursday,
September 15, starting at 9:00 AM in the legislative public hearing room.
Copies of items to be considered are available through our office. Please
contact this office for copies. However, as of today, this office has not

received the Department of Labor report on Bill 148's proposed minimum wage
increase. The Department of Labor requested 30 days from the committee's
last hearing date to prepare it; hence, we expect to receive it by September

12. ,

Please include this public hearing announcement in your news and any feature
on government meetings for the general information of the pubilic.

For further information on the hearing or available copies of Governor's
appointments, please contact us by e-mail, telephone 647-5373, or fax 647-
5377. .

Thank you!

Darryl Taggerty
for the Chairman, Cmte on Aviation
Attachment 1: PH Agenda 9-15-05.doc (86KB) 0-1

Type: application/msword
Encoding: base64 Downioad
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I Mina’Bente Ocho Na Liheslaturan Guihan
The 28" Guam Legislature
155 Hesler Place
Hagitiia, Guam 96910
(3rd - Revision - September 13, 2005)
September 09, 2005
WEEKLY LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

THIS IS A CALENDAR OF PUBLIC/OVERSIGHT HEARINGS SCHEDULED BY | MINA'BENTE OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN
GUAHAN.

ALL HEARINGS ARE HELD IN THE PUBLIC HEARING ROOM UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OR YOU CAN CALL THE
PROTOCOL OFFICE AT 472-3499 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

COPIES OF BILLS CAN BE OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE OR ARCHIVES
SECTION AT 472-3464/3383 OR YOU CAN LOG ON THE WEBSITE AT: www.quamlegislature.com

‘ CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF September 10, 2005 THRU September 16™, 2005 |

Tuesday, September 13, 2005

8:30 a.m.

Confirmation Hearing

Committee on Natural Resources, Utilities & Micronesian Affairs

Vice Speaker Joanne M. S. Brown - Chairwoman
Confirmation Hearing for Mr. Terrence M. Brooks as a member of the Public Utlities Commission
To be held at .the Public Hearing Room, Liheslaturan Guahan
(For more information please call the office of Vice-speaker Joanne M.S. Brown at 472-3450/1)
9:30 a.m.
Resolution Presentation

Committee on General & Omnibus Matters
And Executive Committee

Speaker Mark Forbes - Chairman

Resolution No. 79 (EC) - Relative to commending and congratulating Mrs. Patricia Rasmusson to the Order of Eastern Star
Chapters.
To be held in the Session Hall, Liheslaturan Guahan
(For more information please the office of Speaker Mark Forbes at 472-3409/3518)
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Wednesday, September 14, 2005

9:00 a.m.
Public and Oversight Hearings

Committee on Judiciary, Governmental Operations & Reorganization
Senator Robert Klitzkie — Chairman
Public Hearing on the following Bill’s:

Bill No. 155 (EC) - AN ACT TO CONSTRUCT A GUAM NATIONAL MUSEUM AND ASSIST IN FURTHERING THE
PRESERVATION AND PRESENTATION OF GUAM'S CULTURE, HERITAGE AND HISTORY BY CREATING THE
GUAHAN HERITAGE FACILITIES BOARD, THE GUAHAN HERITAGE FACILITIES HOTEL ROOM SURCHARGE, AND
THE GUAHAN HERITAGE FACILITIES FUND BY ADDING A NEW SUBITEM (y) TO §87104 OF CHAPTER 87, DIVISION
8, TITLE 5 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED; ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 89 TO DIVISION 8, TITLE 5 GUAM CODE
ANNOTATED; AND ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 29 TO TITLE 11 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED.

Bill No. 168 (EC) - AN ACT TO AMEND §3109 OF DIVISION 1, CHAPTER 3, TITLE 7 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, BY
ADDING A NEW SUBSECTION (b) RELATIVE TO REQUIRING NOMINEES FOR JUSTICE AND JUDGE POSITIONS TO
SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION.

BILL NO. 180 (LS) - AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE IMMEDIATE RESTORATION OF THE DIFFERENTIAL PAY FOR
GUAM'S FIREFIGHTERS PERFORMING EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN-AMBULANCE DUTIES, AND SHALL
REMAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL SUCH TIME THAT THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION COMPLETES ITS COMPREHENSIVE
REVIEW OF FIREFIGHTERS EMT COMPENSATION.

Bill No. 186(EC) - AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN EMPLOYEE RIGHTS AND DUE PROCESS IN DISCIPLINE
PROCEEDINGS BY AMENDING §§4406 AND 4406.1, AND BY ADDING NEW §§4406A AND 4406.2 TO ARTICLE 4,
CHAPTER 1, TITLE 4 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO ADVERSE ACTION PROCEDURES AND
APPEALS; AND TO AMEND §4408 OF TITLE 4 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO ENFORCEMENT OF
ORDERS OF THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.

Bill No. 188 (EC) - AN ACT TO ADD A NEW §6502.1 TO TITLE 4 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO
AUTHORIZING THE GUAM EDUCATION POLICY BOARD TO RECRUIT ABOVE STEP ON THE BASIS OF
RECRUITMENT DIFFICULTIES AND/OR EXCEPTIONAL QUALIFICATIONS,

Bill No. 189 (EC) - AN ACT TO MANDATE EVERY FIGHFIGHTER OF THE AIRCRAFT RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTING
UNIT AT THE ANTONIO AB WON PAT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TO OBTAIN AND MAINTAIN A EMERGENCY
MEDICAL TECHINICAN-BASIC OR EMT-BASIC CERTIFICATION BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 1305.1 and 1305.2 TITLE
12, CHAPTER 1, ARTICLE 3 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED.

Reed 4130 0o Revsad 413

Oversight Hearing:

Oversight Hearing on the Compiler of Laws

, To be held in the Public Hearing Room, Liheslaturan Guahan
{For ADA assistance, call the Office of Senator Klitzkie at 472-9355 ext. 3, or send via e-mail to judiciary@bobsoffice.org)
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9:00 a.m.

Public Hearing
Committee on Aviation, Immigration, Labor and Housing

Senator Jesse A. Lujan - Chairman

Bill No. 148 (LS) - (continuation from August 12, 2005) AN ACT TO REPEAL AND REENACT SECTION 3105 OF TITLE
22 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE TO FIVE DOLLARS AND
SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS PER HOUR BY JANUARY 1, 2006 AND SIX DOLLARS AND TWENTY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS
PER HOUR BY JANUARY 1, 2007, for the purpose of examining a report prepared by The Guam Department of Labor on
this subject.

Confirmation Hearing:

Mr. Rufo C. Taitano, appointed as a Member of Guam Housing and Urban Renewal Authority Board of Commissioner for a
period of five (5) years.

Ms. Evelyn R. Duenas, appointed as a Member of the Guam Transportation Commission representing persons with
disabilities that ride the Paratransit System, for a period of three (3) years from date of legislative confirmation:

Mrs. Roseanne S. Ada, appointed as a Member of the Guam Transportation Commission representing DISID, for a period
of three (3) years from date of legislative confirmation;

Mr. Joseph T. Flores, appointed as a Member of the Guam Transportation Commission representing the Guam
Developmental Disabilities Council, for a period of three (3) years from date of legislative confirmation;

Mr. Michael J. Terlaje, appointed as a Member of the Guam Transportation Commission representing the Guam assistive
Technologies community, for a period of three (3) years from date of legislative confirmation; and

Mr. Thomas L. Manglona, appointed as a Member of the Guam Transportation Commission representing the public and
riders pf the public transit system, for a period of three (3) years from date of legislative confirmation.

To be held in the Public Hearing Room, Liheslaturan Guihan
(For more information please call the office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at 647-5373)

Sdekk LT

ar Friday, September 16, 2005 '
-4 200am. @@ J1-Roin 146
Public Hearing has been eschectied c Heg |
September 3, 205 340 pn. - ”"‘5 M"gl | mg‘mb

Bill No. 154 (EC) - “A 3 Brgtice oMhaturopathy by amending section 12101(b), adding a new subsection
12101(y) and a new Arti (] C f 12 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated”.

To be held in the Public Hearing Room, Liheslaturan Guahan
(For more information please call the office of Senator Mike Cruz, M.D. at 477-5960/2/3)
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Office of Senator Jesse Lujan

From: "Office of Senator Jesse Lujan" <jal@ite.net>

To: "Amier” <amier@mvguam.com>; "K57 News" <parroyo@k57.com>; "Duane George"
<dmgeorge@guam.gannett.com>; "Guahan Magazine" <jayne@guahanmagazine.com>; "KGTF-
TV" <kgtf12@ite.net>; "The Light KOLG-FM" <chuck@kolg.org>; "KPRG-FM" <kprg@kprg.org>;
"KSTO, KISH News" <kstonews@ite.net>: "KTKB-FM" <ktkb@ktkb.com>; "Marianas Business
Journal" <mmaratita@glimpses.guam.net>; "mvariety" <mvariety@vzpacifica.net>; "KUAM News"
<hottips@KUAM.com>; "Mabuhay News" <mabuhaynews@yahoo.com>; "PDN"
<news@guampdn.com>

Cc: <jal@ite.net>

Sent: Monday, March 27, 2006 5:50 PM

Attach:  General Notice of Public Hearing.doc; General Notice of Public Hearing for Res 127.doc; PH
Agenda 4-4-06.doc

Subject: Legislative Public Hearing Notice for April 4

Newsrooms,

Senator Jesse Anderson Lujan, Chairman of the Comittee on Aviation, Immigration, Labor and Housing, and
author of Resolution No. 127 (LS), has scheduled a Public Hearing for Tuesday, April 4, 2006 on three bills and
Resolution No. 127 (LS). The Agenda and formal statements of general announcement are attached.

Please disseminate this information within your usual and customary coverage of government activities of interest
to the public.

Thank you.
If you have any problem with the attachments, please contact this office at 647-5373.

Darryl A. Borja Taggerty
Policy Analyst

Cmte on Aviation

for Chairman Jesse Lujan

4/6/2006
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Office of Senator Jesse Lujan

From: "Office of Senator Jesse Lujan" <jal@ite.net>

To: "Amier" <amier@mvguam.com>; "K57 News" <parroyo@k57.com>; "Duane George"
<dmgeorge@guam.gannett.com>; "Guahan Magazine" <jayne@guahanmagazine.com>; "KGTF-
TV" <kgtf12@ite.net>; "The Light KOLG-FM" <chuck@kolg.org>; "KPRG-FM" <kprg@kprg.org>;
"KSTO, KISH News" <kstonews@ite.net>; "KTKB-FM" <ktkb@ktkb.com>; "Marianas Business
Journal" <mmaratita@glimpses.guam.net>: "mvariety" <mvariety@vzpacifica.net>; "KUAM News"
<hottips@KUAM.com>; "Mabuhay News" <mabuhaynews@yahoo.com>; "PDN"
<news@guampdn.com>

Cc: <jal@ite.net>

Sent: Friday, March 31, 2006 1:05 PM

Attach: PH Agenda 4-4-06.doc; Second Notice of Public Hearing.doc

Subject: Second Notice of Public Hearing

Newsrooms,

Attached are two pages, one, a Second Notice of Public Hearing by the Committee on Aviation, Immigration,
Labor and Housing, and the second, the Agenda for this same Tuesday hearing. This is a reminder of the first
notice we sent several days ago, as required by applicable legislative public notice rules. Please include this as
appropriate in your news content regarding government activities of interest to the public.

Thank youl

Darryl Taggerty

for Senator Jesse Lujan
Chairman

Committee on Aviation, ...

4/6/2006



Page 1 of 1

Office of Senator Jesse Lujan

From:
To:

Cc:
Sent:
Subject:

Newsrooms,

"Office of Senator Jesse Lujan" <jal@ite.net>

"Amier" <amier@mvguam.com>; "K57 News" <parroyo@k57.com>; "Duane George"
<dmgeorge@guam.gannett.com>; "Guahan Magazine" <jayne@guahanmagazine.com>; "KGTF-
TV" <kgtf12@ite.net>; "The Light KOLG-FM" <chuck@kolg.org>; "KPRG-FM" <kprg@kprg.org>;
"KSTO, KISH News" <kstonews@ite.net>; "KTKB-FM" <ktkb@ktkb.com>; "Marianas Business
Journal" <mmaratita@glimpses.guam.net>; “mvariety” <mvariety@vzpacifica.net>; "KUAM News"
<hottips@KUAM.com>; "Mabuhay News" <mabuhaynews@yahoo.com>; "PDN"
<news@guampdn.com>

<jal@ite.net>

Friday, March 31, 2006 5:19 PM

Canceliation of 3pm portion of April 4 Public Hearing

With the adoption of Resolution No. 127 (LS) this afternoon, the legislative hearing on this proposal scheduled for
3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4 has been cancelled.

The hearing schedule for three bills starting at 9:00 a.m. is not affected. The morning hearing will continue as
previously announced.

Darryl Taggerty, Policy Analyst
for Senator Jesse Lujan

Chairman,

Committee on Aviation, Immigration, Labor and Housing

4/6/2006
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PUBLIC HEARING ON MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE TOMORROW
Democrats Believe Increase Will Help Working Families

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(August 11, 2005)(Hagatna) Democratic Senators called for public comment on Bill 146, which would
increase the Minimum Wage from $5.15 to $5.75 per hour by January 1, 2006 and to $6.25 per hour by
January 1, 2007. A public hearing will be conducted by Senator Jesse Lujan’s Committee on Aviation,
Immigration, Labor, & Housing on Biil 146 this Friday, August 12, 2005 beginning at 9AM in the
legislative public hearing room. Senator Benjamin J.F. Cruz (D-Piti) introduced the legislation with the
other 5 democratic senators of the Guam Legislature on June 8, 2005.

“The key purpose of a minimum wage system is social — to prevent labor exploitation and poverty,” |
Liheslaturan Guahan Minority Leader Judith T. Won Pat said. “It is our responsibility to do right by
kardworking families who put in a full day’s work by providing them the purchasing power to be self-
sufficient. An increase in Guam’s minimum wage is long overdue,” she further stated.

The last local increase of the minimum wage occurred during the 19" Guam Legislature when it was set
at $3.75 an hour. Eowever, Guam law also adopts the federal minimum wage, which was set at $5.15 in
1997. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the buying power of $5.15 (in 1997 doilars) is
just $4.31.

“It was important for me to introduce the legislation to increase the minimum wage at a time when
economic data is being collected to determine the actual economic state of Guam. The Governor has
said the recession is over, but the Chamber of Commerce has said they disagree. If the economy is
turning around, it would seem timely and appropriate to raise the minimum wage,” said the bill’s
author, Senator Benjamin JLF. Cruz.

Senator Cruz had sent the legislation to the Guam Chamber of Commerce and suggested that the
Chamber form a special committee to analyze the effects of the proposal in the private sector. Chamber
President Monty McDowell responded to Cruz in a letter dated June 29, and said that 2 minimum wage
increase will roll upwards for all employees and the only thing that will happen is that prices will
increase and the same people it purports to help will be hurt.

“Because we are a closed econvmy, the wages we want raised are being earned by those groups of
employees that do not have disposal income. Clearly, any increase in wages will mean more buying
power for working families. I have confidence that raising the minimum wage will guarantee
ecoromic growth,” said Senator Rory J. Respicio.

For more information, please contact Joshua Tenorio at 482-6904.

END END END
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Minimum wage increase arguments presented to Legislature

by Clynt Ridgeli, KUAM News
Friday, August 12, 2005

Several weeks ago Democrat senators introduced legislation that proposes the
minimum wage on Guam be increased. The bill proposes to raise the minimum
wage by January 2006 to $5.75, followed by another increase to $6.50 by January
2007. Democrat senators contend that if the economic climate of the government is
good enough to restore increments to government employees, then why not raise
the minimum wage for private sector employees?

$5.15 is the amount of money some people on island have to live with. It's also an
amount that Democrat senators say is not enough to support a family, an amount
that some local businessmen say should be controlled by the natural market forces

of supply and demand. Interestingly enough even some government employees
have jumped into the debate.

~
Guam Federation of Teachers president Matt Rector provided testimony at today's

hearing saying the issue affects the entire island of Guam and not just members of
the private sector. "We support the increase in the minimum wage currently 50% of
the people working on Guam qualify for the earned income tax credit, which means

that not only do they not pay taxes but they also take money out of the tax pool,"
Rector told KUAM News.

He also adds this is money that can be going toward improving schools, hospitals
and roads. He contends that by raising the minimum wage the additional money

that workers receive is put back into the economy as they have more money to
spend.

Owner of Advance Management, Inc. and chairman of the Guam Chamber of
Commerce Monty McDowell has an entirely different opinion, saying the
government shouldn't dictate the minimum wage and should instead leave it to the
natural market forces of the times. "What we need to do is not legislatively change
wages in any way shape or form let the market do it if we have a vibrant market we
will increase wages because we'll have to," he said.

This was basically the same testimony given by other members of the local
business community, including the Guam Hotel and Restaurant Association and the
Employer's Council of Guam. While both sides presented strong arguments
Governor Felix Camacho has yet to decide whose side he's on. His spokesperson,
Tony Lamorena, said, "It's going to take some additional research before the
governor can actually look at it and take a stand on the issue.”

He adds that because of the many complexities involved the Administration is
having the Department of Labor conduct an analysis of the potential impact of the

http://www.kuam.com/modules/artlcle-prmtable.aspx‘{headlme=14668 8/12/2005
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bill - one from which some employees from the private sector may gain. And also a
bill that some employers from the private sector say won't benefit anyone.

That DOL director Maria Connelly was at today's hearing but did not provide
testimony because a study is currently underway on the impact of raising the
minimum wage. Committee chair Senator Jesse Anderson Lujan (R) will be holding
a follow up hearing next month to go over the results of that study.

Copyright © 2000-2005 by Pacific Telestations, Inc.

http://www.kuam.com/modules/article-printable.aspx’headime=14668 8/12/2005
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Man,53 chcrgod |
in sexval assault

A 53-year-old man was formal-
ly charged yesterday for allegedly
sexually assanlting
lenged 21-year-old woman. Jesus
San Agustin Ignacio was charged
with first-degree criminal sexual
conduct, third-degree criminal sex-
ual conduct, terrorizing and assault.
GPA worker arrested
in anti-~‘ice’ operation

A 45-year-old Guam Power A~
thority worker was arrested late

aﬁq-mm—

discovered ap-
parent bullet holes on the side of the
building. Den Tydingéo, director of
policy for the judiciary, said the ap-

parent shots were fired dt the build-~

ing late Thursday night or early Fri~
day moming. One of the shots shat-
tered a window and the other cansed
damage to the outside of the build-
ing. Potice and Superior Court Mar-
shals are investigating. The opera-
tions of the court will continue nor-

4779711, ext. 414,

.gotta take"a look at
" | how the island is.”

- SOMeONE 1D AXVIvE on

Minimum wage debated'

Residents speak
out for, against
wage increase

By Steve Limtiaco
Pacific Daily News
slimtiaco@guampdn.com
Dededo residents Paul and
are going back to
school, hoping to start new ca-
reers and create more job oppor-
tunities for themselves. The cou-
ple was at the Department of La-

bor office in Hagatila yesterday -

afternoon to pick up vouchers to
pay for their classes.

Therese Ignacio, 40, who works
as a phone operator, said she
wants to land a job in the medical
field because that seems to be
where most of the new opportu-
nities are.

Paul Ignacio, who works con-
struction when he can, said he wants
to eam his GED s0 he can apply
for a job with the local govermnment,
whchmmesanmnnmdalngh
school education.

minimum wage of $5.15 an hour
should be increased.

Therese Ignacio said she opposes
an increase because she believes high-
€ labor costs will drive up the cost of
living even more. Rmmeasesn

| ﬂryvegommkcakxkndn."

“Samebody’s
got to pay for it,
and there’s
nobodyina
financial

position to pay
for it ight now.”

McDowel
oo Shmber of

"lb me, I think it
(should) stay at myini-
mum the way it is
right now. ImeanI'm
all for the peopie hav-
ing better pay and

but you've

She langhed when
asked whether she be-
lieves it is possible for

minimum wage for a
long time. Minimum
wage jobe are mainly
fcrpwpbmmsm.

“]:fyw‘lemtaspuxh-ordbm
::yanngs. you'll be okay,” she

Paul Ignacio, 39, said his con-
struction jobs have paid $9 an hour
or more, but he once took a mini-
muny-wage job with a maintenance
compmy.fm'nymagowhma

construction

“It burts,” he said. “All the re-
spomiilnm things we have to pay,
we can’t really make it, because it's
adifferent salary we're making snd
we really based ourself on that

Hogﬂﬁu:Podbnocno,39 of Dededo, expresses

his opinions on the minimum wage ossuewhile
yesierday.

waifing for his voucher at the Depomnuﬂofl.awoﬂicuinHogéhn

A Lawmakers yesterday held
a public hearing on a bitl that
would Increase the island’s
minimum wage from $5.15 an

hour to $6.25 an hour by

cause it is getting harder to make
a living here, and we’re not rich,
like the Japanese.”
'nnl.chshnneshbacuuma
tee yesterday morning held a hear-
ing on Bill 148, by Sen. Benjamin
Cruz D-Piti, which
wouldmcreasetbe
minimum wage to
. $6.25 by January
2007. Guam’s mini-
mum is the same as
the federal miniren
wage, which has re-
mained unchanged
since 1997. About 10
percent of Guam's
workers are paid min-
imum wage, accord-
ing to Pacific Daily
News files, but the
average wage here is
$13 per hour.
Guam’s low-in-
come workers need

position to pay for it right now.”
Guam Chamber of Commerce
QmmmMontyMcDowdluid

lawmakers that businesses are

willing to accept government sub-
sidies, in the form of tax breaks,

: butmmwﬂ]mgtopaydmem-

“\\éneednhﬁourpeupleald
poverty,” he said, in support of the

minimum wage jobs are young

people starting owt in the job mar-

ket, and an increase in the mini-

mum wage would reduce the
of i

Barja said the government should
instead encourage residents o stay
in achool, Jeamn skifis, “and don’t start
a family unti? your time is worth mose
than $5.15 an hour.”
crease is not based on sound eco-
nmmptﬁcymdnapd!nim.

imum-wage jobs over the years,
some of them involving difficult
physical lsbor.

He agreed that minimum wage
jobs are only supposed to be tem-
porary, but said higher paying jobs
are hard to find. “So you just have
t0 deal with what you've got.”

. wage
should be increased. He said it is
difficult to pay the bills on mini-
mum wage, and costs are in-
creasing .

“It's an increase of everything,

wmmwaw.—
prices. If you're that

mﬁm\WhM
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I and design stage.
crlhcprnjccl plan. the

T X Iml will be the cre-
%uf an outpaticnt facil-
ya dcm&ncd by Taniguchi
utlArchitects.

It Wil include a nurscs sta-
ngcheck-up rooms. an iso-
tiog rotm. and a Family
-un;; according to Chuck D,

.rdfg__
I ¥mprovement projects
""E‘ig.? Lor.
d){l two involves the
mwalmn ol the cxisting
uli}y to serve as the emer-
‘n vénndln patient scctions
hege'the dental care clinic,

¢ Xeray laboratory and de-
/gry room will be located.
A thrwnlrduul_nud on

It1dﬂy was for the Tinian -

2 “School lmprnvcmcnl
0jé } amounting to $4.85
‘Hﬁag

T s. involvés renovation

)nly have $206 mil-
'nlg n revenuce.” said
lad: *The reality is you
ijvc to be a rocket
st to sce that we
ulébu left with $156 mil-
n mr all the other agen-
herclore. you will
: Iy have to cut $13
1igp across the board.™
‘S%:has been recciving
ly]‘fl 37 million since
)91‘
.1\5 ‘month. Rep. David
Apatang. Ind.-Saipan.
-oduced the $50 million
cemeal budyget for PSS.
al.&ms said PSS can per-

3 gcl a bigger budget in

centerstage
undraiser

hi Hirsh, exceutive di-
orbf the local Red Cross
per. encouraged mem-
+ aftd guests ol the Rotary
b ol Saipan on Tuesday
elgsell ickets, watch the

; the governor’s capi-.

of existing classrooms. con-
struction ol a new six-class-
room building, including
one designated for special
cducation, a library, science
and chemistry laboratorics
as well as a state-of-the art
six-tane track and licld.
Other contracts that were
signed an Tacsday were for
desigm services for the con-
version of the existing Rota
Hecalth Center calcteria into
a hemodialysis center,
$1G2.555: the supply and
dcl[vcry of new heavy equip-
ment for Rota, $254.000; the
repapir and restoration of the
Beach Road Pathway on
Saipan. $310,000: the hiring
of a project manager lor
Saipan, $14.000; und the ar-
chi%cclurul and engincering
design of a student service
cenger Tfor Norther Marianas
Cul'ic;_.t on Tinian, $104,784,
H are ludcrally Tunded
pruju.ls

aliier says ng’ t
OM budget for PSS|

FY 2006. but not $50 mil-
lion.

“If you're going to do
that, then we'll have to cut
the hudgcl for the Legisla-
turd, the judiciary. the ex-
uug:w. hrdnv.h and other
aL.Lpuc " he said.

“You know, over the
ycafs. PSS has been get-
“"ﬁ the hu!k of our lund-
ing -— if we're not going to
1cnqu) TCYCNUC measures
ther we have to prorate the
increase. But il we give
them the $50 million, we
have to shut down other
agencies. That's the con-
cern ol everybody.”
Palafum said,

The last time a hudg.c
mecasure became law was in
2003, ¥

Miller Wage-hiké'bﬂlfi

mcludes NMI -

»+ George Miller  *

By‘Gomm'aVQ. Casas
Variely News Staff

SAIPAN=—US. Rep. George,
Miller says he will push for his’

minimum wage hike bill. which
would also apply 10 the CNMI,
once Congress resumes its ses-
sion this month.

Miller. the senior Democnnt
on the House Education and

l:mun would alsu extend the

e lponwmallh sof

o e
in llu,"P:n:lﬁc&\%f. ~reads

Workforce Committee. de-

scribed the recently held Labor
Day as an’“unhappy day™ for

workers because of the litde

value they get for their hnnl—
carncd dollars.

In a statement, the Cahhrmm ;
lawmuker said he wants the

Northern Marianas, whose
$3.05 an hour minimum wage

was lastsetin 1996, includedin-

his praposed wage hike which

would increase the federal rate”

from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour;

A similar measure was intro-
duced in the Senate by Edwand
Kennedy, D-Mass.

But the Republicun Party.

which controls both houses of
Congress and the White House.,
remains opposed to any wage
hike legistation.

“There are
Amcricans working full-time
for the minimum wage and try-
ing to support a tamily on i,
and Congress hus wrned ablind
cye to their strugpeles by fail-

millions of

ing to increase the minimum -

wage cight years in a row.”
said Miller in a media state-
ment, “ALSS. 1S an hour vou'd
hitve to work for 36 minutes

jJust to be able to alTord one $3

galton of gasoline.™

lnanm&cs&mmm.\f llcr
* said workers inthe CNMI have
been deprived of their right o
decent wages through strong
: lobhying cifoes of conain in- .

terest groups in W.bhxmmn.
DC. .. -
~The Mi lher- Kenn-:v.ly Icgls-

the statement, 7

“Recent revelations havc
shown how somic combination
of lohbymg by Jack Abramoff .
and actions by then-House Ma
Jority Whip Tom Dclay™s of-"
five undermined effons o pro-
vide hasic Iabor standands 1o

workers in the Marianas. This -

hill will begin o undo the sig-

nificant harm that such actions -

have. donc. 10 warkers in the

Marianas™ said Milker. onc of
lhectilicsol'lhc!shnds labor ~ -

ing  the minimom- wage in the

Northem- Manams.
However. hesaid unfm

ceonomic problems caused by |
Japan Aidines’ pull out next

month and the decline in the -

garmemt and tourism industries
.lmmajnrol'bladesman\ wage
hike.

Palacms sald lhc CNM1
should be given ample time
gradually implement a wage
hike.

“My position is_that we
should risc ourminimum wage
here and 1 doa™t think there's
any disagreement at all. But we
nced to be carclul how we ap-
proach that™ he said.

“If we just increase the ming-
mum wage. the (employers
will) pmb.lhlv get out of here.
That's not realistic’ for us. |
helicve it's going to devastae
us. Our cronomy cannot sus~
tain that kind of minimem
wage. he added.

GMHA Bid Noi(s)
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1

Tamuning, Guam 96913
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Article published Sep 16, 2005
Minimum wage may rise
10,000 could see increase by 2007 if Cruz bill passes

By Gaynor Dumat-ol Daleno
Pacific Daily News

gdumat-ol@guampdn.com

About 10,000 workers on Guam are likely to benefit directly if Democrats in the Guam Legislature succeed in

pushing for a two-tiered increase in the minimum wage, according to local Department of Labor statistics
presented at a legislative public hearing yesterday.

Sen. Benjamin Cruz has led a Democratic push for an increase in the minimum wage, now at $5.15 an hour. If
the minority Democrats succeed in getting some Republican votes to cross party lines, Guam's minimum wage
will increase 60 cents to $5.75 in January, directly benefiting 1,600 workers. And if the proposed, second-tier

increase to $6.25 also passes and takes effect in January 2007, that will affect about 10,000 employees
directly.

Democrats are pushing for the increase to help consumers cope with skyrocketing gasoline prices and
increases in the cost of health insurance and power and water rates.

But Gary Hiles, chief economist with the local Labor Department, said if the amount of money generated by

the local economy doesn't increase and the minimum wage increases, money will simply shift from one group
to another.

An employer forced to raise the minimum wage might cut the number of jobs on his payroll or reduce

employee benefits, such as health care, Hiles said, expressing his personal view when pressed for answers by
lawmakers.

And in some industries, particularly in retail, consumers will see higher prices as stores try to recoup the extra
money to pay for higher minimum wage, Hiles said.

Hiles gave his personal opinion because the local Labor Department has not taken — and isn't expected to — a
stand for or against raising the minimum wage.

But if the minimum wage does increase, the Labor Department will make sure to enforce the law, said Labor
Director Maria Connelley.

Families and children

Sen. Cruz said the Labor Department's acknowledgment that as many as 14,000, or about one in four of
Guam's private-sector workers, make between minimum wage and $7.09 — and that only about 2,000 of them

are teens -- bolsters his argument that the increase helps more low-income families and their children rather
than teen workers.

“There are about 10,000 people —- with families and children,” he said of those adults making just a little above
$7 an hour or less.

And while local and federal government workers make more than minimum wage for the most part, Cruz said,
"it is imperative to take care of (private sector) people who have to take two or three jobs trying to make ends

http://www.guampdn.com/apps/pbes.dll/article? AID=/20050916/NEWS01/509160301/1 00... 9/16/2005
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meet."

The Guam Chamber of Commerce has submitted a written position that now is not the time for the economy to
add a minimum wage increase because businesses continue to struggle.

"When is the right time?" Sen. Lou Leon Guerrero asked out loud.

Further into the hearing, Leon Guerrero asked Hiles his opinion as an economist whether the economy still is
in recession.

Hiles said Guam is out of the recession but, in individual instances, residents are not as financially well off as
they'd like to be.

"Prices are going up. We have to do something about the wages, so that people can buy gasoline to get to
work," Leon Guerrero said. "The Democrats are making that political decision right now."

Public hearing

The Committee on Aviation, Immigration, Labor and Housing, under Chairman Sen. Jesse Lujan, has
scheduled another public hearing on the minimum wage issue on Oct. 15.

At that hearing, lawmakers expect to hear from agencies that deal with government housing and welfare
services.

Of the 55,800 jobs on Guam, the median hourly rate is $10.56, according to a Labor Department estimate.

But the private sector, particularly the service industry, such as hotels, is where people making at or near
minimum wage are concentrated, according to the Labor Department numbers.

http://www.guampdn.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20050916/NEWS01/509160301/100... 9/16/2005
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Wages

Do you think the
economy is stable
enough to support
a minimum wage
increase?

41.1%
Yes

58.9%
No

Total Votes: 151

O

http://poll.guampdn.com/pollgadget/cgi-bin/poll.pl 9/16/2005

poll results Page 1 of 1

Wages

Do you think the
aeconomy is stable
enough to support
a minimum wage
increase?

41.2%
Yes

58.8%
No

Total Votes: 228

[
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Proposed iy
Wage may have
‘ived reulf

By Gerardo R. Partido

Variety Nows Slaff
DEPARTMENT of Labor offi-
cials were in the Legislature
yesterday to testify on Bill 148,
which proposestoraise the mini-
mum wage t0 $5.70 per hour by
Jan. 1. 2006 and $6.25 per hour
by Jan. |. 2007,

Gary Hifes, the  labor
department’s economist, testi-
ficd that the proposed minimum
wage would have mixed results
on the island’s ecconomy.

I minimum wage is in-
creased, one group would have
higher wages and improved in-
come and welfare.” he said.

“However, thiscomesat acost
to others in that if the employer
is forced to pay the higher mini-
mum wage. they might cut bud-
getsandbenetits like health care.

Or they uruk'rctrﬁcmp’mymcnt"

through attrition.™ he added.

Another possibility is that
employers® profits may be re-
duced or losses increased in the
short term. resulting in less em-
ployment.

In other industrics. HIIL‘\ said
the minimum wage hike may be
passed onto consumers inter ms
of huhu prices.

usinesses indhe retail and.
SRS
Contmued on page 2

Officials scrambling

4 other illegal immigral

By Gina Tabonaros

Varloty Nows Stall
FEDERAL authorities arrested
last week the four remaibing
illegal immigrants who have
heen the subject ol manhunt op-
cration since last month.

The four newly-arrested indi-
viduals arc Ming Chen, 27, Su
Hua Yin, 28, Xiun Mci Yu, 27,
and Liu Mei Liu, 41,

They are part ol the sume group

nabbed in the carly morning of

Aug, 25 near Ritidian Point,
Fiveindividuals were arrested

at that time and are being de-

tained at the Department of Cor-
rections facility in Hagatna,

The four were arrested two
days after District Court Judge
James Otero issued a warrant of
arrest against them.

According to the allidavit of
Immigration Customs Enforce-

ment Special Agent Nicholas -

Havey, the four wanted alicns

were wrested ol the s
on Sept, 7.

Havey., however, did
close the exact focation
the alicns were caughn,

The Towr ilicgal imn
together with the five
arrested, were clarged v
proper entry by an alie
they unlawfully emere
and eluded examination
migration ofTicers.

The illegal immigr

HamPoderAl y crew.fixes apowerp mle atA. Sanc
ausmg power outage for about four hours in the area.

Power outage

to solve postal jam

By Gerardo R. Partido

Varioty News Stafl
OFFICIALS are scrambling 1o
unblock the postal botlencck
that has oceurred as a result of
the US. Transportation Secu-

into the .S, through Mawaii,
but has stopped doing so alter
lhc'l‘SAruling.\\'hichcunwinm
effect on Sept, 2

TSA issued lhc ruling s part
of new increaced sernrity e

AGO identifies

more damaged roz

By Gina Tabonares

Variety News Stall
NOT contented with the num-
ber of trips that Gov, Felix P,
Camacho and other public olti-
cials mide to ulcnnl\ pullmlc

aned eovnt e e 1l

letter to Department
Waorks'divector Larry |
serting the Sunshine Re
Ol 1990 as heidentificd
types of road damage i
lage of Pid,
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Our View

|
‘M

ptember 17

ke

% Wages must be set
£ by the free market,
% not by lawmakers

7 - ¥ Democrat senators pushing to in-
| - rease the minimum wage say it will
I - make workers at the lower end of the

@ pny'sq&bcnu'ablcmoopewimﬁsingm.

Bill 148 would increase Guam’s minimum

g. wapﬁnmSS.lSperhomto&S.?Sperhun' ’

¥

starting Jan. 1, 2006. It would go up to $6.25
per hour effective Jan. 1, 2007. )
““Prices are going up,” said Sen. Lou Leon -
Guemrero. “We have 10 do something about the
wages, so that people can buy gasoline to get to
decision right now™ ' AL
But that’s exactly where the mistake is — in a
danoaaﬁcﬁecmaﬂ:asystanwagwm’t
suppased to be political decisions. What em- -
[ﬂoyuspaxmwakasisbasedonmedcmands
of our :

Governments can’t legislate people out of
poverty; it just doesn’t work. Lawmakers who
n'yu)aniﬁ:iallyinﬂalewag&sandcxpectitto
hawaposiﬁweﬂ’eqondxeeoommyhavcno
real grasp on how things work in the real world.

If employers have to start paying various cat-
egaiesofunployesmomdmndwyhavebud—
gacd;dxeywilltnwmﬁndawaytomakeup
«of goods and sexvices will go up, and those who
will feel the burden of those increased costs the
“Ratng the minimum wage will cffectively in-

"Thapa;ebenqwaysforlawnmkegstohelp

thoseatﬂ:elowendofmcwagcscalc.Forex-
ample, they could increase the availability of ed-

.~ ucation and job training so low-income workers
cnpmd:eskillsandknowledgetoqualifyfor
Ahqmﬁwly.senaxmsmnm@mmmre
government functions that don’t absolutely have
tobc(hngbygomment.'lhiswiﬂcreatemw
jobs.Anddmmeansmomgovemmt revenue

in the form of taxes. y

Inﬁc;,makingﬂlegpvamnaurunmef-
j vhctivd:yamicﬁiciaﬂyonourmxdoﬂaxs,un-
derabahmcdmdgetmax[mpaiypdmiﬁw

and everyone else on Guam as well.

tution with which I come into daily«
tact has already donated time or mone
the victims of Hurricane Katrina, a
don’t think this makes e or my ¢ |
munity unique. A Zogby poll condv |
last week found that 68 percent of A /
icans had donated mooey to hurricas
lief, 1 :
Those percentages mean that d

must represent a huge range of po

views, economic classes, even aes

preferences. Among the fundraisers ’
inlastweekend'sPostwezeajaua i
a tea dance, a “Christian music”c |
and a rehearsal of Verdi’s “The § |
Vespers.” No wonder the Red Cn

alreadycoﬂemdum&mnhalfa ;
dollars; no wonder it was impossibl j
on to the Salvation Army’s Web

|
]
!

1
H

But those percentages also mes
is important not to draw hasty cons
about the ultimate political impac
tragedy. More specifically, it's in

b S Mem L
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50°¢

_dnas for 32 Yoara

partment, '
the emergency ses-
. Benjamin JLF. Cruz
doan amendment to
hatappropriutes funds

nding retirement con-

18 that the hospital

s total appropriation,
Ywill pay for outstand-
‘ement contributions
Fosix pay periods feft
isycarby former GMH

$146M for hospital refirees

udmmmn.nlm Bill McMillanund
acting GMEL administrator Pe-
ter Jobn Camacho,

Another $800,000 has been
carmarked for outstanding re-
tirement contributions for em-
ployees waiting to retire from
the hospital,
~ Theappropriation coutd pave
the way for eligible Retirement
Fund members working in
GMH (o retire from the hospi-
tal.

Previously, miuny eligible re-
tirees were unableto leave GMIH
becuuse the hospital has not been
paying its retirement Tund con-
tributions due 1o its poor [i-
nanees,

Cruz introduced the mncnd-
ment aller George Biunba,
special  assistant at the
governor’s office, and Burcau
of Budget Management Re-
scarch director Carlos Bordatlo

Continued on page 2

Concert for a cause

Jy of Nat:onal Office Supply, con
anne Camacho and Grace Low o
n N/evera (See Story on page 4)

jratulate Philippine singer Rachel A/e/andro after last
the Chmese Merohants Association of Guam' present

Photo by Glnn Tabonares

s fuel tax data in budget talks

etireinent Fund,”

ding tothe senators, the
pasoline has risen dra-
y over the past several

.

and the government ol

getting a windfall from
g cost of pasoline -and

“matter becauscitis 4 pereent of
the total gasoline bill,

But some quarters have ques-
tioned whether GovGuam can
in fact realize mope revenues
from the increase in fuel prices,

Analysts said any windtall

“that senators can have a clearer
. pictarc ol how fuel price increases

afTect GovGuam revenucs.

In a fetter o administration
senior adviser George Bamba,
Respicio spegifically requested
breakdowns of GRT collections

 Chinese

husiness
aroup leader
backs wage

INCrease

By Gina Tabonares
Variety News Staff

THE president of the Chinese

Merchants Association of Guam
expressed his suppost to the pro-
poscd minimum wage hike. 10
help reduce poverty and benelit
working families struggling in
low-wage jobs.

Alfred Lam, president of
CMAG. said the successive gas.
pricc increases and spiraling
prices of wmnmdmm make the
existing minfiim wage rate “no
- longer liveable.”

“Increasing the minimum

“Wage s a proven way to ae--

crease poverty.” said Lam, an
cmployer of over 100 workers

~ol Ambyth Corp.

The Chinese business leader
added that he believes that the
best way to improve productiv-
ity is to give reasonable wage to
workers.

Although all of my workers
are carning above'the minimum
swage, Thelioy Jh.ltnnhmlv who

3



that her mother, Maria Cynthia
Paraiso, staricd hitting her with
slipper on the night of Sept. 14,
after lecturing herabout coming
home late or not coming home
. 0N SOMC OCCASIOoNS.

The complainant lives with
her mother and told police that

. on the same nightsthe older

Panaiso grabbed a20-inch long

> e e 8 5 0o 0 o a0 s e e e ase

-~ Legislature...

Cumaedﬁnmpagei

:L\aun.d ‘the” Lcs_lsl:nurc “that’

enough funds had been identi-
fied from unn:lcascd :u:cm.y al-
lotmums.
The adm:mstmnon oﬂncnah
said this cashcould be immedi-

[ N I R )

Chinese...

Continued from page 1

works Tull time should live in_

“poventy. I believe that working
people should be paid a wage

that can'suppon a family.” Lam -

said during the weekend.

Dcmocratic- senators are

warking for the. increase of

~hopes Cristina dics.

Police Officer 2 R.C.

Alcantara noted multiple

bruising. swelling and abra-

sions to Cristina's arm, back’

and thigh. abrasions to her
face and redness to her right
car and lace.

Arrested for assault
- Mcanwhile. a male customer

B T I e B B L B B O B .

ately released forboth the Guam.

.Pohcg Dcpartment and GMH.

‘According to Cruz, he intro-
“duced the amendment because
the hospital's financial woes-
have tobe continually addressed
“every time there is an opportu-
Rity to do so.

The Dcmmralu senator

" Guam’s minimum wage, from
"$5.15 10 $5.75 per hour by Jan.

Jan. 1. 2007. :
~" Sen. Benjamin J.F. Cruz (D-

-Piti) introduced Bill 146, which

would increase the minimum
wage.

The last local wage mcrcasu
occurred during the 19th Guam

<=L "§m- pleased that

P T T L I I

1, 2006 and $6.25 per hour by -

- merce and suggested

I
Ing Jessica Evarisio. L!

Witnesses said that Campos |
cntered the reqlauram with
Ev.unsm and began yc;llmz. at
his girlfriend, dr;:mr\g_. over
housc keys.

Campos_ also lhrcw plalcs
and cups of food, as wcll as
glasscs, brc,.lkml. dlshc;smlhcx
prnu.ss l

e a v 0 ®

praised his Republicpn col-
lcagues for being non-partisan
‘and for’ supporun;_. his amcnd-
ment, .

- ux~« ]

pcakcr
-Forbes and the Republican ma-
jority concurred with a Lndmg, ;
Bill 193 Ior the hmpuql " Cruz.
said. : o
Legislature. when-it wis scl at

. $3.75 an hour.

Guam law’ .\dupu.d
cral minimum wage’ w§1
a $5.15 hourly salary in 1997. -

Cruz. sent the legislationto
the Guam Chamber ¢f Com-*
that the
group form aspecial commit-
tee to analyze the efffects of

enitset -

:Camacho, calling f
-diatc termination of ni ,n—cnucal
~“and:non-patient car
“positions at GMH
'.:hospnal can rcalwc omc sav-

e & o 0 0 o . s o o9

the fed-
:dent Monty Mth'
: ~,fspondcd to Cruz,.saying that a -
. minimum wage inc
~-upwards for all cm, pyces and .,
‘the only thing that vAll happen -
i that prices will i

ULILIALE dL LI U u»h £

* “However. when biidget dis-
cussions between theadn
Aion and the Lc;_.:sl.uu
“derway, I hope that yuu will make
available specific breg
_the actual amount ol
"~ cnuc collected lhrou;,h;uly 2005
'jlnr sale of all liquid fué

‘mz, avmuonlucl &.Lsol

inistra--
get un-

;down on
GRT recv-

dlcscl

« o o o s e 0 0 0 . . * ., .

" Last wcck the Guarh Mcdltdl

';_Soucly issucd astrongly worded -
- ‘statement delivered;tg Speaker

Felix P. .
hcimme-

Mark Forbes and GQ

cemployce. -
that the

lhc proposal i in the pr, alc sce-

wor.. - . f’%

Chamhcrol Comml:rc.c presi-

sewillroll- .

2
asc and

s, includ-

vell -re->-

: *slrcsscd

wnuld like to sce GRTand lig-
~uid fucktax pmjccUOns for lig-
“uid fuel for FY 2006.
“Comparisons for FY 2005
with carlier fiscal years wounld
also be appropriate as there may
now be additional funds formass
Aransit - purpmcs. thc scnawr
addcd - N

o0 00 s 0 & 0 0 0 ¢ o s 000 . o

mgq ’
“Vincent T. Akxmom, pres:~
dcm of GMS, said nonc of .the
- medicine that the hospital is us-
“ing now has been pau.l gnd
“that the hoxpual is sl

“$1.3 million, and. &heDcpm‘t
“ment of Administration’ ls‘dc-

Iaym;_. payment. AV ;‘

o o o .o e ‘> 6 0 & o & s d e e e _-

hclp will be hurt.

s “Becuuse we are a close
-economy, the wages we want

“raisedarc hcmgcamcdbythose
“groups ol cmployees’ ‘that . do
not have disposal. mcomc.
.Clearly, an incrcase’in. waga
will mean more buying power
for worklng famlllcs 7 Lam
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B Doat forget to vote
0 today's Padific Daity
“=as poi. Today's
question:

Who should have
to pay to dean
up the poliution
in subdivisions
with substandard
infrastructure?

B Resufts from

CHINESE
NEW YEAR
uam cele-
brates the
year of the dog.
SEE STORIES,

PAGES 2,3

Pacific iy Rews
CNTHEAIR

IeN D fve news
;:onda'yd'l'ujghﬁiday
KSTersO FM 95.5;
loy 92, 91.9 FM;
7l 104, 104.3mz

guampdn.com

AGmnénNcwspaper

75¢ on Guam

“If we had to do it in our current budget, we couldn’t do it.”

Juan Flores, Guam Public School System superintendent

Masako Watanabe/Pacific Dolly News/ mwolonobe@guompdn com

29-yeu' veteran: Rose Acovera feaches sixth-graders at Oceanview Middle School. A bill written by
Sen. Benjamin Cruz seeks to immediately raise teacher salaries.

Bill seeks salary increase for educators

By Gene Park $30 million a year.
Pacific Daily News The new bill proposed by
epark@guampdn.com Cruz, who is nunning for lieu-
o tenant governor this year with
tea‘:l'ig:slinltic former Gov. Carl
o Gutierrez, would in-
pubbc.schools)s‘ TO THE crease beginning
e xea POINT teacher salaries from
S10000 pay rise  \ a iy by Sen. | the current $24,656 to
by April if new  poniamin Cruz $34,874. The latter fig-
lchSlaﬁon from seeks an imme- ure is 10 percent h]gh-
Democratic Sen. diate raise in er than the national av-
Benjamm Cruz ‘SZ‘;Q:; tis erage for beginning
S teacher salaries. The
De-spltc all the the latest bill N
o ge is from the
efforts by Cruz about raising i i
and olhc’; law- teachers’ rican fedct}lqon
makers (o rajse S3aries intro- of Teachers” statistics.
or duced this elec- This is the latest bill to
L k sa]mrg otﬁ tion year. be introduced during
is election season that
Guam a much more airactive focusersmg: raising public
offer, a funding source for the school teachers’ salaflez
raises has yet o be idendificd e bi, which has yet to

Cruz yesterday estimated be

that his bill may cost taxpayers

given a numnber, also states

an additional $20 million to

A See Raise. Page 4

PROPOSED
LEGISLATION

Sen. Benjamin Cruz's
bill, which has not been
assigned a number,
would raise beginning
teacher salaries 10 per-
cent above the national
average salary for begin-
ning teachers. The
Guam salary wouid be
raised from $24,656 to
$34,874. Salaries for
other teachers in the
Guam Public Schoot
System wouid be proper-
tionately increased as
well. No funding source
has been identified.
Other bills that could af-
fect teacher pay include:
A Bill 203: An act to re-
store the authorized
powers and personnel of
the Civil Service Com-
mission by repealing
certain provisions of the

general appropriations
act of fiscal 2006
A BIll 204: An act to re-
store authority to the
Civil Service Commiis-
sion as it existed prior to
the enactment of public
law 28-88, by repealing
certain sections
A BIH 205: An act to
amend section 47,
Chapter 1V, Public Law
28-68, relative to chang-
ing the effective date to
June 30
A Bill 254: An act to
amend several sections
in Title 4 Guam Code
Annotated that, among
other things, would allow
agency leaders, with
their respective agency
board approval, 1o re-
cruit potential employees
at salary levels “above-
step” or above their nor-
mal entry salary levels.
Pacific Daily News

Job data
on sexual
offenders

lacking

By Mark-Alexander
Pieper
Facific Daily News

- mpieper@guampdn.com

Alan A. Cruz, Vince V.
Salas and Herman J. Faisao
— all three of these men are
listed on the Guam Sex Of-
fender Registry for varying
counts and degrees of felony
criminal sexual conduct.

Their victims were 8, 14
and 21 years old, respec-

tively. ST
O

Yet if

you visit

t h e | altsnotre-

G u am | quired to dis-

Sex Of- | piay the em-

fender | ployment status
3 of Level Two

ch‘l)str):l, and Three sex-

y Idn” ual offenders,

LBl despite local

know . equiing

whether | that the infor-

t h ey | mation be col-

were | lected.

e m -

ployed,

unemployed.

That’s because the public
law that created the registry re-
quires employment informa-
tion for only Level-One of-
fenders to be included on the
registry, not for Level-Two of-
fenders such as Cruz, Faisao or
Salas, or Level-Three offend-
ers, said Judiciary of Guam

“It doesn’t make sense that
we’d collect this information
but not make it available to
the public. It’s one of those
flaws, quirks and deficiencies
that have to be addressed,”
Tydingco said.

Federal crime statistics
show that sex offenders are
more likely than any other
type of criminal to repeat their
offense. Convictions on
Guam usually require coun-
seling for up to a year. But
forensic psychologist James
Kiffer, who works with the
courts, said one year is not
sufficient and counseling
should continue for years.

Sgt. Joseph Carbuliido,
spokesman for the Guam Po-

lice Department, said he

A See Registry. Page 4
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A LOONNUESQA TTOM rage

doesa’t understand why employ-
et information is unan ailable on-

oy, Jun

g Ene when &'s something authorities

s arcraqmmdmcolbcx

~  =As a kkw enforcement officer

E mvview s

£ theybavea

= right 1o

gknoow

& about the

2 paoplewho

o commit

5 these nypes

E of crimes.

o e people

¥ have 1o

£ know. Its

g.oncoftbe

E rexsons why we have the registry

B in the firs place.” Carbullido said.

& ~Tass might have something 0 do
with 2 mandase, and that  think that
mache have © be revisited.”
Revisiting the law

Sen. Ray Tenoro, who is chair-

ran of the Legtslanzre s publbic safe-

Raise: Senators take into account national averages

A Continued from Page 1

slaries for all ogher wachers “shall
be adjusted w maniain the same
percentage variance between pay
grades foc all Guam Public School
System wachers.”

2,200 positions

At the very least. Cruz’s bill
would cost the Guaarn Public School
Syseem shout SIS0 000 more a year.,
as aducazion Supenntendent Juan
Flores estimasad there are about 150
wachers with beginning salades in
the school system.

No funding source is identified in
Lzwrkers and public school offi-
cials must address for the current
and pexx fiscal year.

There are about 2200 general
classroom and spccwloducanon
waching s m public schools,

= with about 1900 filkad by fully cer-
tified seachers, Pacific Daily News
fikes stade.

~H we bad to do it in our current
budget, we couldn’t do it.” Flores
vesterday said.

The pay raises woukd help lift the
burden oif pockethooks of wwachers
Ik Rose Acovera.a 29-year teach-
g vessran with pubbic schools.

Acovera has said the last pay
raise in 1990 does not complement
:b:mmnsemdrcostoth\mz

Raises also woukd help with re-
cruiting off-isdand teachers, Flores

Frores said the school svstern will
he sending recruitment eams 10 e
mainland in March. and Guam's
starting salary has always been a
aimmmfarunn\ pucnnalm—

"I H retl Fouw W
L..zztniomottho;e Sl
s&i'h;ommmgmgemncmo-
pk excited to come to Guam. but
w henever sakaries become an issue,
s a mejor factor.”

In a prepared staement, Cruz sad
it would be “a waste of time for

PEAM i s =] van

LEVELS 3

Levet One Offender

A person convicted of a sexually
violent offense.

Level Two Offender

A person not otherwise classified
as a Level One Offender but is
convicted of:

A Criminal sexual conduct in-
volving two or more victims,

A Two or more separate criminal
sexual conduct offenses;

A A criminal offense against a
victim who is a minor, involving
iwo or more minors;

A Two or morfe separate criminal
oftenses against a victm who is

" raise it

a rminor: or

ty committee, said he doesn 't know
why the information would be col-
kected and not disseminauxd to the
public trough the registrty — butiit’s
something he plans to look into.
~These are inconsistencies we
find that are of concern, but [ think
we need 10 go back to the original
bill to determine if the intent was to

PEN

sexual conduct offense and one
or more separate criminai offens-
es against a victim who is a mi-
nor. .
Level Three Offender
A person not otherwise classified
as either a Level One or a Level
Two Offender but is convicted of:
A Criminal sexual conduct; or
A Acriminal offense against a
victim who is a minor.

Guam Sex Offender Registry

ON THE NET

A Guam Sex Offender
Reglstry:
www.guamcourts.orgi/sor/
index.htmt

treat one category of offender ver-
sus another,” said Tenorio, R-Yigo.
* can’t think of any reason why
you would discriminate against pro-
viding the public information on dif-
ferent levels. It may be the severity,
of the crime, but 1 really can’t thi
of a reason. I think we'll have to re-
visit the legislation to determine the

WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO HAP- -

N

A In April 2005, a law was passed re-
quiring the Civit Service Commission
to review teachers’ current pay. Author
Sen. Judith Won Pal said the intent
of the bill was to have the study

completad and the new wages
- given to public school teachers

upon 60 days of the faw's an-

i Gtatistics: wwwonces.ed.gov
" A American Fedcration of Teach-

are classaﬂed under "teacher

GPSS officials to go and recruit off
island without seting the teacher
salaries at an attractive rate.”

“If the Legisiature wants to in-
srease <alaries. it shouldn’ ta:.kany—
. study, it should just
Cruz said. “Just get the
national averages off the Internet
and do it. Asking people to do a
smdy is really just putting it off.”

Flores said he is in favor of any
legislation that would raise teacher

ay.
“As long as they find the mon-
Flores

ey for it, that'd be great,”
said.

Cruz's bill, as it is currertly writ-
wach-
ers are paid less than odier begin-

ten, states Guam’s begi: ir-

ning teachers in the 50 states.

But according to the American
Federation of Teachers’ Survey and
Analysis of Teacher Salary Trends
2004 report, three states — North

{ Jic:
tions arc dol, i then determine
how to proceed from there.”
Tenorio said he. and judiciary
committee chairman Sen. Robert
Klitzkie are working on a biil to ad-

dress other issues with the sexual

offender registry, such as
removing its responsibil-
ity from the courts.

The Superior Court is
responsible for maintain-
ing the sexual offender list,
using information provid-
«d by its probation oftice,
the police and the Depart-
ment of Corrections —
cach with their own set of

Klitzkie

depurtment, (e LOMecuuis uepats
ment or the attorney generals office.

Klitzkie said by keeping the reg-
istry’s responsibility with the courts,
a potential for conflict of interest ;
exists. If the court reports sexual of-
fenders for violating the
registration law, then
those violators would |
be brought back to the
same court system for
trial.

Tenorio said he and
Klitzkic have already
spoken with the judi- -
ciary, and have meetings
scheduled with police

information to collect. Po- and corrections officials.”

lice must collect informa- *I think we all need ©0

‘tion from offenders who are not on umjersimd(dml)ﬂ'cempmswrmcb”
parole or probation; however, ofien-  to be what protects the community
times the police department has no  best,” he said. “We want to make sure

way of knowing whorm to expect. ttmwhcnweﬁnishwimtfﬁslegisla-

. Klitzkie,R-Yigo,said Tenorioand  tion, we make sure we get itrightthe "
his bill would move the upkeep of  first time because we’ve seen many -
the registry away from the courtand  laws such as (the current regisiry law)

to a single agency, in hopes of curing  being questioned, and that’s not some-

the current disjointed process. The

" teachers and completed compiling the

was sent to Department of Administra-

A Guam Education Pulhy
3 gepb@holmad LCOm.,.,

. ON THE NET -

A In August, lawmakers pass fiscal
2006 budget law, which also trans-
terred Civil Service's authority to ap- ~
prove salary adjustments to the De-
partment of Administration. That law .
went into affect Jan. 1 this year. * ol
A Eanlier this month, GPSS had re-
triaved the required surveys from -

CSC requested information. The pile

members: 475-0418; -

A GPSS Supeﬂmm ;nt,Juln Flo-’
res: 475-04681; '
juanpﬂores@doe.edu.g‘ p

“A Guam Public School System:
www.doe.edu.gy
A National Center of: Educntlon

ers. www attorg

Dakota, Montana and Wisconsin
- have beginning teacher salaries
marginally below Guam’s current
salary of $24,656. Wisconsin held
the lowest, with $23,952.

Cruz said in his sev sicent that
the 10-percent add-un  the na-
tional average was to take into ac-

count “the lag time before the pub-
lication of the salary survey and is
meant to guarantee a competitive
salary at all times.”

thing we want to happen.”

A law passed in April directed '
the Civil Service Commission to
study wages for public school
teachers and implement salary in-
creases.

The law gave CSC officials 60
days to complete the process, but -
nine months after the law was
passed, nothing has been done.’
Since Jan. 1, the GovGuam per-
sonnel functions have been merged
with the Department of Adminis-
tration to streamline the process.

Other measures

Several bills currently in the leg-
islative process, and which had a
public hearing last Friday, also
would affect teacher salaries. Three
bills would either restore the CSC’s -
personnel powers, or postpone the
transfer of power until the end of
June.

Bill 254, by Republican Sen. -
Robert Klitzkie, would allow:
agency leaders, with their respec- -~
tive agency board approval, to: 5

A Recruit potential employe&s
at salary levels “above-step” ot
above their pormal entry salary lev-
els;

A Authorize agency directors of
line and autonomous agencies w ks
create new positions; and nE

A Require transparency and dis- . ¢’
closure in the creation of new posi-
tions and above-step recruitment.

Speaker Mark Forbes and De-
mocratic Sen. Judith Won Pat also
are working on a bill that would
match national averages across pay .-

“What we're looking at is
matching the salaries across theen- -
tire range,” Forbes yesterday said.

Forbes recognizes funding isan”
issue, and reiterated yesterday that
money outside of the General Fund
would have to be identified or i -~
existing budget law would have w
be changed to cover pay raises. = -

Forbes has said he and Won Pat
are patterning the salaries on the
averages established by the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers.

P
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ADVERTISING DEADLINES:

CAMERA DEADLINES
Wednesday, April 12,2 pm
Wednesday, April 12,2 pm
Thursday, April 13, 2 pm
Thursday, April 13, 2 pm
Thursday, April 13, 2 pm
Thursday, April 13, 2 pm
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Serving the People of Guam S&\cé 1959

QUICK CASH

1,500-%2,500

Personal Loan

Mortgage Loanﬁ

Home & Auto Insurance
Minimum Initial Payment $65

Hagatiia 200 South Route 4
Tel:475-4545 ¢ Fax: 477-5662
Upper Tumon; Pacifica Bldg. Marine Drive
Tek 647-5626 Fax: 646-6040
Dededo Ada Commercial Bidg., behind Payless
Tel: 633-4473 « Fax: 633-4474

in time

Lss Prepald Phone

n to RELOAD
:rds Required

‘rom ‘))ouf Prepaid Phone
assage.

nywhere, anytime. No need

E#itor's note: Government meet-
ing submissions will be tightly edit-
ed. Meetings will run on a space-
ava: ble basis. Deadline is noon

- for publication Saturday,
Sundav and Monday, and noon
Moriday through Thursday for next
day publication. In the evert of a lo-
cal Noliday. deadline will be noon
the ﬁmwus weekday. -

Thday

‘Counnitteeonl’mce,'l'zx-
atioh and Commerce Fiscal 2007
proposed budget public hearing:
9 arh. to noon on Guam Police De-
parfment; 2to 5
p-m. on Guam Fire

L S
ON THE
NET

A For the
complete
searchable
database of
upcoming
govemment
meetings,
visit
WWW.QUam-
pdn.com.

ing:!9 am., Health
Professmnal Li-
censing Office,
Suitk 9, 651 Lega-
cy Square Com-
mertial Complex,
Route 10, Mangi-

lao copies
able. Call 735-

ANotaryExam.9a.m..Amr
pey General’s Office, first floor,
Justice Building, 287 West O'Brien
Drive, Hagitfia. Call 475-3324, 8

amu to noon.
r

A Civil Service Commission

boakd meeting: 5:30 p.m_, second
floér, Hakubotan Building,
RA. Tait-

in, vs. Guam Public Schoot
System; hearing: A. Haeuser vs.
of Law; E. Mesa vs.

of Education; bills and

laws related to CSC. For special
aced call Bianca, 647-

hmmodations, call

1855/7 or TDD 647-1872
Commission on Decolo-
ition meeting: 3 p.m., Suite
588 West Marine Drive (old

Building), Anigua. -

A\ Committee on Aviation, Im-
migh txon, Labor and Housing
puhlic hearing: 3 pan., Legisla-
ture’s session hall, Hagitiia. Reso-
!uudnno 127, requesting the gov-
emor request that civilian infra-
strutture upgrade cost be inchuded
in dny cost estimate to transfer
Mafines from Okinawa to Goam
and to include war reparations as
cost elements in U.S.-Japan dis-
cuskions for transferring said
M Call 647-5377; 647-5373.
Committee on Finance,

mo:'updwnnﬂ qooz ‘e udy ‘Aopuow " SOV ﬁ[w&‘omabd_



r alarm. How’s that for-
7 Sex. Davad Maxillo asked..
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Senate rej jects minimum-

wage, rejecting axgun:énm by De-

'| mocrats that the cumrent floor, $5.15

anhom'f(rlhemstagl;ycms was

perpetuating poverty.
ThcptopomlbySen Edward
to raise the lowest wage

A KMy
by $1.10 over an 18-moath period

wmdcfeatcdonanear-[mty-hne

‘ vo&e of 51-47.

. The Senate was also voting

y on a Republican alter-
mednomxbundthcsauesl 10
increase with various breaks and

examforsmallbusm&ss& It

was expected to lose.
Kennedy, D-Mass., said Hurri-
mendmnmamddx:depm

ofpov.utymtheoountryandhe

pmnmdandmasmglcpareuthth ‘
-two children working at minimum

wagc&nsSlO?Oanmr $4,500
below the poverty line.
: He said it was “awolutcly un-

ON GUAM

A Sen. Benjamin Cruz has led
-a Democratic push for an in-
crease in.the minimum wage, .
now at $5.15 an hour.

If the minority Democrats suc-
ceed in getting some Republi-
can votes to cross party lines,
Guam'’s minimum wage will in-
crease 60 cents to $5.75 in
January, directly benefiting
1,600 workers.

conscionable™ that in the same pe-
riod that Congless has denied a min-
imum wage increase, lawmakers
have voted themselvcs seven pay
raises worth $28,000.

But Republican opponents, echo-
ing the arguments of business
groups, said higher minimum wages
can work against the poor if they
force small businesses to cut pay-
rolls or go out of business.

“Mandated hikes in the mini-

And if the pgoposed second-
tier increasq to $6.25 also

mum wage do not cure poverty

and they clearly do not create K
said|Sen. Mike Enzi, R-.
Wyo., who |offered the chubh- 3

“jobs,”

can alternative.
White House
Wednesday about

Italsg s "'uldhavcpq:mmla;w f

use spokesman Scott
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Sen. Lujan’s tax refums
should be made public

The increas: of Sen. Jesse Lujan's net worth
from $12.000 8 over S2 million dollars in a sin-
gk)\:zrdm'tpmsdnm)eﬂ pst. He obvi-
sty dad pot bave the financial wherewithal
mgnth&aqmna—milﬁmdoﬂmswmhof
real estate and a 10 percent stake in RJ Asso-
ciases and Cyfred Lid

Francis Gill said Lujan’s windfall came from
the compxaty. “Yeah. bt was after working with
us for many, many years.”

I this is the case, that Lujan’s newfound
wealth was compensation fram the company,
dmhxjmsmtlymmuiamm\emxliabﬂ-
iglcanxpmh'n:nm’mmdim:lymmcopi&
of Eis income tax requms for public scrutiny.

Gill also indicared that Lujan’s real estate
hi&:gsmr.abaninm:fmnofapmchase,
nttagix':.’rbispndmcshmldabobepmbed.
¥ Lijn purchased the real estate below market
vakaz, via some sort of sweetheant deal, then

2
e %
e (4
OQ\ ¥ ’9‘/'»
g 2o %
2 g 4@&6 S
o Pt &d» a7
o \é\&ﬁow o"”@ o9 ., . o 8"‘6\20 000‘
; < PN S SN
S 03006‘ o* S0P 0% o <
0& qﬁ@{?&b&&ﬁ e\’ﬂ‘ ”l‘d"‘\&e‘ ‘395 ) y ‘od\gﬂ \“@ 34 03
O\ é“’faﬁ;ﬁ% z‘&b&i’&. ﬁ_”fm‘?}wo : O o8 o -0‘)\\.9 <
' — " A Mailed letters must include a re-
Just compensation will ~ Be wary of elected yum address on the envelope.

improve life for families

In the January issue of GFT News, Julian
Aguon states that “King’s dream was a dream
that refused to fold at those borderlines super-
imposed by the ignorance of humanity. A
dream that demanded enough space for us
from the power structure in which to engage
in more meaningful and justly compensated
work."”

True indeed. Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream
for a justly compensated work is also a dream
of GovGuam employees. 1, too, dream of a
decent wage so that I can have a decent life.

The cost of living on Guam keeps rising
while the minimum wage stays at the bottom.
It is no longes-enough to sustain our family
needs and (if) makes Guam as one of the poor-
est countries in the world. We need not only to
dream but to make that dream a reality. We
need to fight for a justly compensated work.

Why? A justly compensated work equals 2

officials out to get votes

This is an election year; the Year of the Dog.
However, I smell rats. Make no mistake —
elected officials will use every trick in the book
to get re-elected. This means more visits to fu-
nerals, weddings, parties, fiestas, etc. Press
conferences will also be more frequent for the
littlest of things — anything to get exposure on
TV or radio.

Be mindful about their facial expressions
during these appearances. The people of Guam
will see Oscar-caliber performances. Cate-
gories include: best concerned look, most
stunned reaction, best perplexed facial ex-
pression, to name a few.

For the action category, judgment will
be based on who proposes the most bills
this year to give the appearance of hard
work.

In the end, no amount of acting will hide the
fact that most of them, if not all, have failed to

i’sp&ﬂ:ich::mnaimad:ﬁﬂaxalmxliabﬂi{y better life for our families. deliver on their promises.
H. DAVID GODFREY CORAZON MUCHO MIKE CARINO
: Charlotte, N.C. Agat Dededo’
]: DDnESb DIS » » - By Garry Trudeau
——T, SO @Y D2 [T Z0HER T VE WORN FROTECTIVE HEAD
— b YHDMIHUEEN T GEAR MY WHOLE LIFE, MY HOW... EVEN AS
A e anvrt = THATS (HECK ABABYe ‘iﬁ/’éﬁgp

A Letters must be previousty unpub-
lished, including on the intemet.

A Letters to the editor of 300 or few-
er words have the best-chance of be-
ing published. ..i.. + .

A Opinion and editorial columns of -
550 or fewer words have the best
chance of being published.

A Limited to one published letter a
month. '

A All submissions may be edited for
length, accuracy and clarity.

A Send all submissions by e-mail to
voice@guampdn.com; fax to 477-
3079; or mail to Voice of the People,
Box DN, Hagatfa, Guam 96932.

A Letters to the editor, opinion and
editorial columns, and articles submit-
ted to the Pacific Daily News may be
published or distributed in print, elec-
tronic or other forms.

A Opinions expressed Dy letter writ-
ers and columnists are their own and
do not necessarily reflect those of the
Pacific Daily News.

.’ A For more information, call Duane
M: George at 477-9711, ext. 415.

Thought of the Day

—
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Minimum...

thev're painting a gloomy pic-
ture. saving that the economy is
still to fragile to absorb a mini-
mum wage increase.” said Cruz.
author of Bill 148 which pro-
poses to raise the minimumwage
from the current $5.15 an hour
to $5.70 by Jan. 1, 2006 and
$6.25 per hour by Jan. 1. 2007

During an earlier public hear-
ing. the Guam Chamber of Com-
merce opposed Bill 148, saying
~Guamn's economy is still very
fragile.”

The Camacho administration
has not taken any position on
the issue.

=This is not an earth-shatter-
ing bill. Why the hesitation?
Why do we need a series of pub-
lic hearings? Why begrudge a
S0-cent wage increase? Why
can't the administration take a
position? Why is it taking the
Legislature so long to decide on
the issue?” Cruz asked.

Cruz said for the government,
the minimum wage issue is a
matter of choosing berween
“looking out for the common
man” and ~catering to the Cham-
ber of Commerce.”

At vesterday’s public hearing,
labor director Mana Connely
said it’s up to the Legislature to
decide whether or not to raise
the minimum wage.

Connelly told the commirttee
that she has no official position

4 a a » 8 8 € & 85 6 & 8 & s 3 2 0>

Awviation...

Cnatinped from pace 1

........

on the issue as labor director,.

bur “personally,” she added, “I
am not in favor of increasing the
minimum wage.” ‘

“The people who are trying to
help will not be able to help. If
the minimum wage is raised,
then the employers would be

more discriminating in hiring’

people.” Connelly said.

Employers, she explained,
wauld be more inclined to hire
peoplewho are more skilled, thus
leaving the others without jobs.

Connelly told the committee
that the labor department hardly
receives any complaints about
low wages. Most of the com-
plaints that her department re-
ceives, she added, have to do
with non-compliance with the
current minimum wage law.

Cruz scolded Connelly for her
failure to come up with a report
on a comparative study of prices
of basic commodities between
1997 and 2006, which he asked
her to submit during the previ-
ous hearing.

Connelly instead submitted to
the committee a 10-page report
on the revised consumer price
index, which Cruz described as
“worthless crap.” s

“I only want to know ho
much people are paying for their
rice, water, milk, gas, Spam,
bread and cereal. I'm not even
asking for the price of T-bone
steak, which I myself will not
buy,” Cruz said. ~
 “I just want to know how
people manage to survive with

a8 e 6 & 8 s s s s s s 0 s 0 b0

ing.
“Infrastructure is very impor-
tant to the economic well-being

Sen. Benjamin Cruz, left, D-Piti, talks with One Stop Career Counter executive director Ruth Leon
j Hiles shortly before a legislative

imum wage of $5.15 an ho@ »

Guerrero, middle,

$5.70 by Jan.
the increasing prices of basic
items,” he added.

Connelly said she is “not an
expert on the subject matcer.”

Chief economist Gary Hiles,
for his part, said Guam'’s
economy is better now than six
months ago, and that raising the
minimum wage rate would not

e ¢ 5 8 8 & 8 8 B s 8 e 3 0 s 0 e

a lot of improvements, includ-
ing a new taxiway system, run-
way configuration, and plans for

g

-1

have a major impact on busi-
nesses.

Committee chair Sen. Jesse A.
Lujan, R-Tamuning, said the
panel reached an “inconclusive
conclusion” after the three pub-
lic hearings. )

“We were hoping to get solid
data, but we got nothing. We

nt
s e 0 @

P N
[N

addressed the conference yes-

terday morning, touted Guam’s

achievements in aviation and
. 1

1 iicma an bk

and Department of Labor chief economist Gary
hearing on Cruz’ Bill 148, which seeks to raise Guam’s curren

1, 2006 and to $6.25 an hour by Jan. 1, 2007.

t min,

'
‘e o o & o 8 o o o o

Photo by Erin K. AL Sn

have to have something more
concrete to stand on and to de-
bate the issue,” he said.

{ Lujan said his committee will
‘not hold another public hearing
iand will instead review the in-
puts from the three public hear-

‘ings and try “to see the real pic-
‘ture of the economy.”

* o o o s & .

'eachisland’s aviation infrastruc-

ture.
“This conference providesan
Annartunirv Fﬂr our iSlandS 1o
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Port contract hardly
steaming ahead

What was once a positive situa- |

on regarGing the privatization of the Port
utherity’'s cargo operations has now
ome sullled. The attention has shifted.
Y@ ARl ews Staft spent a whole day
yaud 0 unravel the story behind the
deass of the chairman of the port's
2ard, and correspondence between ICTSI
wi the port. Information was not forth-
*ming from the port and the administra-
it was also difficult to track the situa-
X &s sources continually provided con-
cs:hg infonnation durning our search for
e

however interesting and convo-
ted T situztion may be regarding the
:easeotRadwd H. Northey as the chair-
zn of the port's board and the letters
changad between the port and ICTS),
2 re3d issue invohves the privatization of
2 poct's cargo operations as mandated
K2 baw,

Despite the controversy sur-
NCg the Port Authority of Guam the
warnment of Guam must focus on
proving the services and increasing
saicces for Guam's only port. The port is
a dwre situztion — only one gantry crane
sevicing customers. Should this crane

out of service it could mean a backlog
goods and commeodities. It could mean
ms ot reaching wholesalers, retailers,
d eventually the consumer. It could
»e caastrophic if cargo ships are
abls to offload containers. It could
125 that goods and commaodities would

v2 15 retum 1o point of origin and that |

' Growing the economy would stem poverty growth

In a recent survey conducted by
Market Research & Development a snapshot
of household income emerged that under-
scores the island's need for economic growth
and bears watching to make sure conditions
do not worsen. Guam is becoming a com-
munity of haves and “"have-nots” In
December of this year MR&D conducted a
survey in the retail sector that examined a
number of retail issues. As part of that exer-
cise we also collected household information
reported below. The survey was conducted
using a random sampling of 400 households
throughout Guam, yielding results accurate
to within £5% at the 95% confidence level.
Thatis to say if the same survey were replicat-
ed similar results would be obtained 95 times
out of 100.

The distribution of household income
appears to be settling into a polarity. On one
side of the scale are those households earn-
ing $60,000 a year or more and on the other
side are those earning $40,000 or less.

Households eaming
between $50K and
$60K (6%) have
dropped to a quar-
ter of those eaming
higher  incomes
{(24%) and are a
small fraction of
those households
eaming less (49%).

Our experience
has been that on
Guam people are
more willing to esti-
mate their household income than reveal
how much they themselves eam in salaries
and wages. In order to understand the
nature of the island's income distribution you
have to examine the number of people living
in a household at the same time get some
understanding of the conditions under
which people are living.

On Guam 52% of all households sup-

Jay R. Merrill
.

port more than four peo-

Household Incoime ple. If incomes were rela-

- i tively evenly distributed
- then the households with
- JaNils 0 higher incomes would
- / '\ i have more people. In fact
L AN e am R the opposite is occurring.
~ r{s N\ / M N\ of ‘those households
. » ; eaming more than $60K
S MmN S, M ey, Sy, g, S per year only about 27%
il - ‘h i have five or more people

living in the house. That compares to 42% for
household eaming between $40,000 and
$60,000 a year and an astonishing 40% of all
householdseam»ng $20,000 or less.

1 S 10%  13% 8% 8%
2 1% 21% . 15% 19%
3 JT13% 2% 18% 24%
4 SLO2% A% 18% 2%
5 51w 1%  16%  14%
6 TU23% 1% 26% 13%
Total ' 100% 100% 100% 100%

If left unchecked the implications
socially and economically are severe. A grow-
ing underdass of residents cammed into
substandard housing. Equally disturbing is
the reduction in taxation that will occur as
the middle dasses continue to migrate away
from Guarn. The solution no doubt from
somelnthecommumtywiﬂbetomount
greaterattemptsat redistribution. But raising
taxesandﬂmecostofdambusmessvnlls;m—
ply squeeze the very segment of our com-
munity,a thnvmg middle dass, that is essen-
tial to growing Guam. |No, the solution has
got to. be.on growing Guams economy.
Onlythrough |mproved productrvity willwe
be able to stem this sl mtogeaterpover
tyfortherﬂajomy of Guamanians.

-Jaykuammd;izmdmmm&

S

Shattering the secret to breakthrough Yellow Pages ads
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ONE thing this government can do quickly to
help the thousands of Guam residents in the lower
income bracket is to raise the minimum wage.
The federally set minimum wage is $5.15 per
hour, established in 1997. In the nearly 10 years
since, prices have risen dramancally Individuals
or families making the minimum wage or a little
more, are barely surviving, and have to live well
below the poverty line.

The Demaocratic senators in the Legislature are
all co-sponsors of Sen. B.]. Cruz’ Bill 148 that
would have raised the minimum wage on Guam
to $5.75 per hour last January and to $6.25 per
hour next January. Unfortunately, although Bill
148 has had more than one public hearing, it has
been stalled in Sen. Jesse Lujan’s Committeé'on :
Aviation, Immigration, Laborand Housmg,whlle
senators wait for the” Department of Labor to
provide cost of living statistics.

We don’t have to wait for numbers that may
never come. We can and should act right now,
because other statistics provided by DOL paint a
dismal picture of the plight of the minimum wage
worker. The ligures made available by DOL made
price comparisons for a few products for cach

calendar quarter from-the last hal£0£ 1996 to.the.

first quarter of 2006. The list shows very clearly
what those on minimum wage arc facing. Every
item on their list went up in price, with some
items increasing dramatically,

A doren extra-large imported eggs cost $1.72in
1997, and increased to $1.92in 2000, a rise of 1
percent. A 50-pound sack of short grain white rice
that cost $17.02 in the first quarter of 1997 was
priced ar $18.93 in the first quarter of 2006,
That’s also an increase of 11 percemt. Whole
frozen chicken fryers rose from 98 cenws per

Stop waiting and give Guam a raise

pound to $1.43, a 46 percent ]ump Every food
product listed showed an increase in price.
The rise in the cost of gasoline was even higher

. than that for chicken. The average price of gas was
$1.65 per gallon in 1997. In 2006, it was $2.86, a

whopping 73 percentincrease. Even though thatwas
a huge jump in price, and it will likely get even more
expensive in the near future, it wasn’t the biggest
increase on DOL’s list. That particular distinction
went to health care. Health and dental insurance
combined cost an average of $350 in 1997, and over
$890 in 2006, an increase of more than 154 percent.

Price increases are everywhere. Price decreases
are virtually nonexistent. It doesn’t take an econo-
mist, much less a rocket scientist, to tell us that

“people; especxally those at thv; 10W§r end Of the P‘“"’ At

scale, need relief now."

We all know that Guam is way behind the rest of
the United States when it comes to fair compensa-
tion. Our teachers are underpaid, that’s why we
can’t recruit new ones. Our professionals are un-
derpaid, that’s why they are constantly leaving for
better opportunitics elsewhere. Our middle class
has been whittled down, and they are the people
who pay the bulk of taxes — it’s onc of the main
reasonsthat ourincome tax revenues have declined.

Businesspeople and the administration have said
that we are recovering, that things are getting better.
‘That’s obviously not true for those making the
minimum wage. An increase will create an upward
ripple effect in compensation for most workersin the
lower pay ranges. We owe a pay increase to those at
the bottom, so they can feel the recovery, wo. 1 urge

my cullc.nguc Senator Lujan to report Bill 148 out of

committee, It is the right thing to do.
Please send comments and suggestions t0;
roryforguam @gniail.com
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High jobless rate blamed on low minimum wage

By Gemma Q. Casas

Veuloty Nows Stalt
SAIPAN - A Lawmaker xays a
study shows that the uncmploy-
ment rate among Chamorros has
cdimbed o 12.6 percent while
thatof the Carolinians has reached
21.5 percent duce 1o the CNMI's
low minimum wage of $3.05 per
hour, which was last set in 1996,

ViceSpeaker Justo . Quitugua,
‘D-Saipan and author -of Housc
Bill 15-52, said if the inflation
rate is factored in, the minimum
wage in the CNMI should be
raiscd by at least 25 cents per
hour.

His legislation secks to raise
the minimum wageby $1.20 over
athree-year period — 40 centsin
the first year, or from $3.05 an

“hour to $3.45; 30 cents in the . |
~second year to $3.75 per hour;

and 50 cents in the third year to
$4.25 an hour.

“Itis the purpose of this legis-
lation to create a minimum wage
thatwill serve thebest interests of
most people in the common-
wealth,” Quitugua said.

He admitted, however, that
enacting the bill will require a
strong political will. :

In 1993, due to federal con-
cerns regarding local labor and
immigration policies, the CNMI
government enacted a law that
would have gradually increased
the minimum wage until it had
reached the federal level, which is

now $5.15 an hour.

Variety
Guam

In Dec, 1995, however, at the
behest of the local garment in-
dustry, the 10th Legislature over-
rode then-Gov, Froilan C,
Tenorio’s veto of the bill repeal-
ing the gradual wage hike law,

“Thehistoryof minimumwage
legislation in the CNM1 shows a
slow but steady upward trend. It
took 17 years, from 1979 10 1996,
for the minimum wage to in-
crease from $1.35 perhour o the

PRE-TYPHOON SALE
MmAY 15-30

aurrent $3.05 per hour, I the
current minimum wage were ad-
justed for inflation alone, itwould
have 10 be raised 25 cents per
hour,” Quitugua said,

He cited a 1991 minimum
wage study by William Sam Pintz
who stated that the local mini-
mum wage rate must be increased
by 92 cents to attract more local
Workcrs to privatc SCC[()rL‘n]p'()y—
ment,

POLYETHYLENE WATER TANKS

75 GAL Was $195 - Nou $155
100 GAL. Was $230 - Nouw $190
50 GAL $305 - Now $265
500 GAL 'Some FACTORY IMPERFECTIONS

- 150 GAL. Was

BUT PERFECTLY usasLE TANKS - Now $350
750 GAL Was $855 - Nouw $695
1200 GAL Was $1375 - Nouw $1095
1500 GAL UWAs $1600 - Nouw $1295

WATER Boss MobeL 900 -
SINGLE CABINET UNIT
ORIGINAL PRICE $1200 - Nouw $650
FULL INSTRUCTIONS & VIDEO
FOR SELF INSTALLATION

ALL SALES CASH AND CARRY
PICKUP AT OUR SHOP
NO DELIVERY ON SALE ITEMS

AMERICAN WATER SYSTEMS
175 N MARINE CorPs DR TamunzIneg
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Pass@® FA No.

Date: Time:

I MINA’BENTE OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
FLOOR AMENDMENTS/CHANGES

Bill No. 148(LS)
Senator Proposing Amendment: RIR /l/t/z/

Describe proposed amendment and/or change here:
Replace Section 2 of Bill 148(LS) with the following

“Section 2. Minimum Wage. Section 3105 of Division 1,Chapter 3 of Title

22 of the Guam Code Annotated is hereby repealed and reenacted as follows:
§3105. Minimum Wages. Every employer shall pay each person employed
by him wages at a rate not less than

Five Dollars and
Elghtv-Flve Cents ($5.85) per hour effective l}aﬂuaﬂ-—1989] October 1
2006 until January 1, 200[A8, when the rate shall increase to-Six-Deollars
and-Twenty-Five-Cents{$6:25) Six Dollars and Fifty-Five Cents ($6.55)
per hour until January 1, 2009,when the rate shall increase to Seven
Dollars and Twenty Five Cents ($7.25) per hour ”

(Below for Clerk of Legislature’s use and processsing)

Date:
Floor Amendment No. of a total of changes on above Bill.
Votes For Amendment: Votes Against Amendment:
AMENDMENT PASSED: AMENDMENT FAILED:
AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN:
APPROVED AS TO FORM PASSED
CONCUR (INITIAL)
Clerk of Legislature Speaker

Ass’t Amend. Clerk
Engrossment Staff
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I MINA’ BENTE OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2005 (FIRST) REGULAR SESSION

BillNo. (<3 (LS)

Introduced by: B.J.F. Cruz!

J.T. Won Pat {__4
L.A. Leon Guerrero

AN ACT TO REPEAL AND REENACT SECTION 3105
OF TITLE 22 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED,
RELATIVE TO RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE TO
FIVE DOLLARS AND SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS PER
HOUR BY JANUARY 1, 2006 AND SIX DOLLARS
AND TWENTY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS PER HOUR BY
JANUARY 1, 2007

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Intent. | Liheslaturan Guahan finds that
Guam’s current minimum wage, which pursuant to Section 3121 of
Title 22 of the Guam Code Annotated, is based on the established
federal minimum wage rate of Five Dollars and Fifteen Cents ($5.15)
per hour, is below the poverty line and deficient for the purpose of
minimum wage earners caring for children, the elderly, and their
families. I Liheslaturan Guahan further finds that aside from the
federal laws increasing the minimum wage, the 19th Guam
Legislature made the last local minimum wage adjustment to Three
Dollars and Seventy-five Cents ($3.75) per hour.

Seventeen state legislatures and the District of Columbia have
adopted a minimum wage higher than the federally established
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minimum wage. They are as follows: Alaska - $7.15, California -
$6.75, Connecticut - $7.10 with increases on January 1, 2006 to $7.40
and $7.65 by January 1, 2007, Delaware - $6.15, District of Columbia -
$6.60 with an increase to $7.00 by January 1, 2006, Florida - $6.15 with
annual increases based on inflation, Illinois - $6.50, Maine - $6.35 with
an increase to $6.50 by October 1, 2005, Massachusetts - $6.75,
Minnesota - $6.15 on August 1, 2005, New Jersey - $6.15 on October 1,
2005 with an increase to $7.15 by October 1, 2006, New York - $6.00
with an increase to $6.15 on October 1, 2005 and $7.15 by October 1,
2006, Oregon - $7.25 with annual increases based on inflation, Rhode
Island - $6.75, Vermont - $7.00 with a tentative plan to increase to
$7.25, Washington - $7.35 with annual increases based on inflation,
and Wisconsin - $5.70 beginning June 1, 2005 with an increase to
$6.50 by June 1, 2006.

The state of Hawaii, whose economy in greater scale is most
similar to Guam, has adopted a minimum wage rate of Six Dollars
and Twenty-five Cents ($6.25) per hour with increases on January 1,
2006 to $6.75 and a tentative increase by January 1, 2007 to $7.25.

With the increase in economic activity resulting from the
stabilization of tourism and federal defense spending, combined with
the positive economic indicators announced by I Maga’lahen Guahan
which have enabled the restoration of employee increments to
government of Guam employees, it is the intent of I Liheslaturan
Guahan to increase the minimum wage on Guam from the federally
established rate of Five Dollars and Fifteen Cents ($5.15) per hour to
the rate of Five Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents ($5.75) per hour by
January 1, 2006 and then to Six Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents ($6.25)
per hour by January 1, 2007.



Section 2. Minimum Wage. Section 3105 of Division 1, Article
1, Chapter 3 of Title 22 of the Guam Code Annotated is hereby
repealed and reenacted as follows:

§3105. Minimum Wages. Every employer shall pay each person

employed by him wages at a rate not less than Three-Dellars

and-Seventy-five—Cents—{($3.75) Five Dollars and Seventy-Five

Cents ($.5.75) per hour effective January,—1989 January 1, 2006

until January 1, 2007, when the rate shall increase to Six Dollars

and Twenty-Five Cents ($6.25) per hour.




